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Max  Hamilton 


It  has  been  a  high  privilege  for  me 
to  serve  the  Church  here  portrayed.   The 
author  is  my  close  personal  friend  and 
has  given  me  the  loyal  support  and  en- 
couragement a  Pastor  needs.   He  and  his 
family  offer  this  work  to  you  as  a  labor 
of  love  for  their  Church  and  its  people. 


DR.  CARL  E.  BATES,  PASTOR 


INTRODUCTION 

"FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  HISTORICAL  and  CURRENT  HIGHLIGHTS" 
Is  a  concise  package  of  facts,   trials,  faith  and  heights. 

It's  poetic  style  gives  word-pictures  quick  as  a  flash, 
And  can  be  read  swiftly  --  Just  like  a   hundred  yard  dash! 

It  inspires  with  insights  of  present,  future  and  past  -- 
Concerning  accomplishments  magnificent  and  vast! 

In   '36  I  sang  at  a  Church  banquet  one  night, 

And  met  three  sincere  families  with  a  Christian  might. 

P.   C.   Rodwell   --  and  the  pianist  --  his  charming  wife, 

The  C.   C.   Martin's  with  sincere  praises   sparked  new  life, 

And  Mr.   and  Mrs.    Frank  Dawson  were  the  other  two, 
But  in  a  business  way,   Frank  I  already  knew. 

Marcel le  Martin  was  responsible  for  the  invite, 

And  somehow  that  night  the  music  thrilled  to  a  new  height. 

Strange,  though,  each  one  I  met  seemed  to  be  a  go-getter, 
While  many  suggested  I  come  back  with  my  letter. 

Two  years  later,  In  Sunday  School,  as  a  guest-singer, 

Frank  Dawson  said,  "There's  no  need  for  you  to  still  linger." 

I  left  and  assumed  my  chores  at  a  regular  Church  Choir. 

"On  the  Air",  Mom  heard  I'd  joined  "first"  in  absentia. 
In  the  'twenties  J.  B.  McGinnis  and  wife  joined  West  Oaks, 

The  Church  and  my  fam'ly  loved  these  gracious  Christian  folks 
They  came  to  "First  Baptist"  when  I  was   in  World  War  II, 

So  throughout  the  years  a  sincere  friendship  does  ensue. 

One  night  at  Choir  rehearsal  and  no  one  knew  why, 

This  is  the  way  it  happened  out  of  a  clear  blue  sky. 

Choir  President,  Sue  Campbell,  gave  me  a  group  --  all  new. 

Fm'ry  Austin,  "Sharp  Notes"  Editor,  said  "Report  impromptu." 

Sunday  evening  George  and  Emory  got  the  report, 

From  then  on  everyone  gave  it  whole-hearted  support. 

Encouragement  came  from  many  folks  always  with  a  grin, 
And  soon,  Doris  Jarvis,  giving  approval,  chimed  in. 

This  manner  of  reporting  continued  for  three  years, 

Then  some  said  it  ceased  to  be  funny  and  lacked  good  cheers. 

So  its  slant  was  changed  to  a  different  point  of  view. 
Many  friends  agreed  this  was  the  right  track  to  pursue. 

"Write  the  Historical  Highlights  of  First  Church  in  rhyme." 
Which  would  challenge  it  to  a  new  Spiritual  upclimb! 

Mrs.  Jarvis  has  authenticated  the  written  facts, 

And  Mrs.  Austin's  corrected  the  English-error  acts. 

Emory  has,  also  done  the  typing  for  the  book, 
That's  why  curiosity  inspires  a  second  look! 

To  the  Martin's,  Rodwell  ' s  and  Dawson's  I  take  a  bow, 
And  Emory  and  Doris,  thank  you  for  that  know-how! 

To  the  McGinnis' s  and  Joyce  Pressley,  each  a  good  friend, 
And  Lillian,  my  wife,  who  encouraged  to  very  end! 

It's  a  thrill  to  dedicate  this  Book  to  each  of  you! 

To  the  Lord,  may  all  who  read  it,  PLEDGE  THEIR  LIVES  ANEW! 


HISTORICAL  and  CURRENT  HIGHLIGHTS  of  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH! 


Most  facts,   through  Warren  era,  come  from  Marvin  Crowe's  Book, 
Which  challenges  one's  task  in  new  First  Baptist  outlook! 

BIOGRAPHY  of  a  THRIVING  CHURCH,   born  by  long  search! 

Was  written  when  Marvin  Crowe  headed  Staff  of  "First  Church". 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Carrie  L.  McLean's  Book,   proved  its  worth, 
And  current  members  supplied  facts  that  were  down  to  earth. 

Land  tracts  were  granted  in  seventeen-thirty  seven  (1737), 
By  England's   king,  for  North  Carolina's  earthly  heav'n. 

Then  quickly  the  new  settlers  produced  goods  for  the  Crown, 

That  filled  the  huge  British  coffers  with  more  English  pounds. 

Out  of  the  twelve  tracts,  Selwyn  was  assigned  three  and  one, 
And  each  tract  had  one-hundred  thousand  acres,  when  done. 

Most  Indians  withdrew  to  S.   C.  when  the  white  man  came. 

The  white  were  Scotch-Irish,  Germans,  Swiss  and  England's  fame. 
Out  of  Anson,  Mecklenburg  was  carved  in  (17)62, 

Town's  320  acres  cost  ninety  pounds,  with  folks  few. 
The  town  must  have  Courthouse,   stocks,  jail   and  half-acre  lots, 

And  commissioners  could  use  no  crooked  schemes  nor  plots. 

Mecklenburg  and  Charlotte,   they  called  this  County  and  Town, 
Named  for  Queen  Charlotte  of  Mecklenburg,  Strelitz's  Crown! 

And  this  gal   was  England's,   King  George  the  Ill's,  lovely  wife, 
Whose  name  is  mentioned,   today,   in  folks  everyday  life! 

In   '60,  population  was  one  thousand  --  just  so, 

And  during  the  whole  Revolution,   its  growth  was  still    slow. 

In  the  lives  of  the  settlers  religion  played  a  part, 

So  each  one  upheld  the  Revolution  in  his  heart. 
Sugar  Creek  Presbyterian  was  the  County's  first  Church, 

Organized  seventeen  (hundred)  fifty  six   (1756),  His  truth  to  search! 
Then  six  more  were  organized  before  eighteen  hundred, 

Then  Presbyterians  in  Old  Mecklenburg  thundered! 

Fifteen  years  passed  before  they  performed  a  marriage  vow, 
So  Episcopalian  Preachers  were  sought  after  --  and  how! 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  was  Charlotte's  first  one, 

On  its  present  site,  eighteen  nineteen  (1819),  barring  none! 

'Twas  not  organized   'til   thirty- two  --  What  a  delay! 
E'en  though  the  building  was  used  regularly  each  day. 

A  full-time  Methodist  Preacher  came  in  thirty-three  (1833), 
And  built  a  Worship  house  to  make  Satan's  demons  flee! 

In  (18)40  it  became  a  full-time  Pastoral   charge, 
So  the  City's  Methodists,  too,  started  to  enlarge! 

Early  in  the  century,  Baptists  came  to  N.   C. 

And  formed  two  associations  for  a  pitch  and  plea! 


John  Dinkins,  the  first  Baptist,  lived  on  Nations  Ford  Road, 
John  Rooker,  first  Baptist  preacher,  did  with  him  abode. 

In  1896  Dr.   T.   H.   Pritchard  said, 

Dinkins'   neighborhood  was  where  the  FIRST  BAPTIST  was  bred. 

May  1792  marked  the  end  of  a  search, 

For  in  York  County  was  founded  Flint  Hill   Baptist  Church! 

Flint  Hill   Baptist  Church  had  twelve  original  members, 
Who  built  on  Catawba  Indian  land,  like  live  embers. 

Its  first  Pastor,  John  Rooker,  led  for  forty-eight  years, 

And  John  Dinkins  and  John  Smith,  deacons,  weathered  all   fears. 

For  forty  years  it  founded  Churches  in  new  places, 

But,   somehow,  Charlotte  was  not  embraced  in  its  graces! 

In  eighteen  thirty-two  (1832)  at  Camden,  two  preacher  boys, 
Held  an  old-time  Revival    spreading  thrills  and  joys. 

James  C.  Furman  and  Mr.  Barnes,  these  Preacher-young  men, 
Were  heard  by  Thomas  Boyd,  a  Flint  Hill  member,  with  yen. 

He  urged  they'd  come  to  Charlotte  for  this  type  of  meeting, 
Feeling  Town  would  receive  them  with  open-arm  greeting! 

Colonel   Boyd  made  arrangements  for  the  First  Presbyterian  grounds. 

Thousands  came  to  hear  as  the  throngs  grew  with  leaps  and  bounds. 
Some  stayed  in  covered-wagons,  and  tents  under  the  trees, 

Attending  five  daily  services,  three  weeks,  like  a  breeze! 
They  were  --  Sunrise-Prayer,  and  Inquiry  at  nine  o'clock, 

With  preaching  at  elev'n,  three,  and  evening,  for  full  flock. 

Hundreds  were  converted,  awakened  and  great  joys  fulfilled, 
And  many  joined  Charlotte's  Churches,  and  ako  Flint  Hill! 

At  its  close,  nine  requested  baptism  then  and  there, 
So  they  were  the  first  immersed  in  the  City  fair. 

Flint  Hill  dismissed  ten  persons,  in  1833, 

Who  came  and  made  the  Baptist  Church  a  reality. 

But  some  records  say,  the  date  was  1832, 

Date  right  or  wrong,  they  did  just  what  they  were  led  to  do! 
Those  came  were  J.  P.  and  'Liza  Pritchard,  and  Joe  Smith, 

And  Margaret  Henderson,  all  winners,  without  a  miss, 
Sam  and  Cindy  Fox,  W.  C.  Dyser,  and  Ephraim  Bound, 

Tom  and  Sue  Boyd,  the  best  organizers,  to  be  found! 

Their  lot  at  Third  and  College  was  the  Northwest  corner, 
Its  small  Church  with  rock  foundation  was  an  adorner. 

At  its  rear  were  two  dressing  rooms  and  Baptistry  (perhaps)  between, 
On  Baptism  days  all  immersions  could  be  viewed  and  seen. 

The  lot  was  an  acre  which  cost  a  ten  dollar  bill, 

With  spring  water  for  drinking  and  Baptistry  to  fill. 

But  as  Baptist  Churches  go  --  Beulah  had  ups  and  downs, 

For  in  its  first  years  --  one  member  caused  --  conflicting  rounds! 

A  Christmas  ball,  at  a  member's  home,  brought  dissensions. 
Apparently,  tempers  flared  to  ugly  dimensions. 

In  spite  of  troubles  it  had  a  forty  membership, 

Of  white  and  black  with  spiritual  fortitude,  and  zip! 
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Early  in   'forty  W.   Nolen  was  Beulah's  Pastor, 

Its  reconciliation  he  could  never  master. 
J.   P.   Pritchard  was  called  as  Pastor  in  Nolen's  place, 

But  membership  dropped  downward,  as  he  could  not  save  face! 
Death,  transfers,  and  strife  between  two  important  friends, 

Brought  Beulah's  death,    'cause  these  stubborn  guys  made  no  amends! 

For  twelve  years,   there  were  Baptists  in  Charlotte,  still   loyal, 
Who  urged  itinerant  preachers  to  preach  like  royal. 

Those  events  took  place  on  corners  of  Trade  and  Church  street, 
E'en  though,   the  high  poked  fun,  Baptists  ne'er  quit  in  defeat! 

'Round  eighteen  fifty-four  (1854),  Reverend  R.   B.   Jones  dropped  in, 
With  a  right  spirit  that  brought  Beulah  to  life  again! 

But  Reverend  Jones'    path  was  not  strewn  with  pretty  flowers, 
'Cause  other  Churches  in  town  had  dissident  powers. 

Services  were  conducted  in  the  Courthouse  for  a  while, 

And  one  Sunday  the  door  was  locked  and  stirred  up  a  rile. 

Then  Jones  walked  to  the  Court  yard  and  preached  on  a  goods  box, 
Outwitting  Satan,  again,  just  like  an  old  sly  fox! 

Beulah  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in  1855, 

Was  re-organized  and  Baptists  once  more  came  alive! 

Seeking  a  new  location  they  found  a  plot  of  land, 

At  Seventh  and  Brevard,  just  ideal   for  Baptist  clan. 

Drs.   Pritchard  and  Taylor  said   (Major)  Morrow  gave  the  lot, 
But  Mecklenburg  Reg'stry  says  it  was  $300  (he)  got! 

A  brick  house  was  erected  costing  eighteen-hundred, 
Then  Baptists'   work  in  Charlotte  once  more  thundered. 

M.  A.   Edwards  from  Flint  Hill   contributed  the  most, 

Who  resided  four  miles,  Charlotte,  East,   their  gracious   host! 

But  support  of  Pastor  Jones,  and  the  debt  must  be  paid, 
So  requests  from  members  and  Baptist  people  were  made! 

The  Church  had  thirty-five  white  and  no  black  on  its  roll, 

But  difficulties  and  dissensions,  again,  unfold. 
First  service,  September  7,  1856, 

Then  at  Monday's  meeting,  Beulah,  once  more,  became  nix! 
Then  to  overcome  this  heart-breaking  situation, 

Some  Baptist  Churches  got  an  urgent  invitation. 

Many  accepted  the  request  and  eager  to  come, 

To  do  their  part,  this  situation,  to  quell  and  calm. 

They  formed  a  presbytery  which  agreed  to  resolve, 

This  body  reasoned  Beulah's  name  ought  to  be  dissolved. 

It  was  named  Charlotte  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  then  and  there, 
Then  each  member  affirmed  Christ's  cross  they'd  bear! 

Jones  gave  fellowship  to  these  faithful   few, 

And  Elder  Nicholson  gave  charge  declaring  it  true. 

Election  of  a  Deacon  was  the  first  thing  they  did, 
So  John  W.  Gibson  was  chosen  on  the  first  bid. 

A  revival  followed  and  put  them  on  the  right  track, 

And  the  Charter  members  were  ten  white  and  nineteen  black. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  Beulah's  fine  preachers: 

Some  were  missionaries  and  others  great  teachers! 
E.   J.   Culpepper,   Elder  W.   Nolen,  and  Joe  Smith, 

J.   P.   Pritchard,  and  R.   B.   Jones  at  Beulah,  herewith. 
Their  faithfulness,  courage  and  hard  work  along  the  way, 

To  great  extent  made  First  Baptist  what  she  is  today! 

So  Charlotte's  First  Baptist  Church  was  back  in  business, 

With  a  lot  of  courage  and  no  fear  nor  dizziness! 
Tuesday,  September  9th,  the  first  prayer  meeting  was  held, 

And  the  third  Sunday,  a  Sabbath  School   began  to  jell! 
On  October  19th,   they  had  Lord's  Supper  —  first  time. 

In  November,  L.   Smith  made  clerk,  as  Church  got  in  rhyme! 

R.   B.   Jones,  January  1857, 

Assumed  full -time  work  and  Church  was  in  seventh  heaven! 
L.  M.   Berry  preached  January  9th  and  10th. 

E'en  though  this  Southern  Mission  Board  member  threw  no  hint, 
A  fourteen  dollar  and  five  cents   (14.05)  mission  gift  was  made. 

And,   therefore,   the  Church  foundation  for  Missions  was  laid. 

Come  November,   Preacher  Jones  quit  to  go  back  to  school. 

Wake  gained  and  Charlotte  lost,  as  the  small   Church  played  it  cool! 
They  knew  this  God-sent  man  had  done  the  task  well, 

And  all   accomplishments  were  impossible  to  tell. 
He'd  drawn  up  a  rules  order  that  had  a  good  outlook, 

But,   somehow,   they  failed  to  record  it  in  the  Church  Book. 

Dr.   Griffith  came  January  eighteen  fifty-eight  (1858), 
And  from  his  master  mind  great  thoughts  did  emanate! 

As  a  scholar,  Dr.   Griffith,  was  profound  and  broad, 

And  socially  --  true  and  sincere  without  hate  or  fraud! 

As  a  Christian  --  devoted,  spiritual  and  devout, 

But  as  preacher  --  he  could  tackle  sin  and  win  the  bout! 

His  first  task  was  to  seek  a  "Monthly  concert  of  Prayer", 
For  foreign  missionaries  their  rugged  crosses  to  bear! 

About  this  time  a  Union  Meeting  was  underway, 

As  Methodists  and  Presbyterians  swapped  turns  each  day. 

Dr.   Griffith  attended  daily  without  a  miss, 

Then  suddenly  its  procedures  took  on  a  new  twist. 

At  last,   they  had  requested  Dr.  Griffith  to  speak, 

So  he  displayed  how  to  be  great,  at  the  same  time,  meek! 

Dr.  Griffith's  Text  came  from  II  Kings  5,  Verse  twelve, 

All  were  spell-bound  as  he  read  the  Scripture  and  did  delve! 

His  sermon  was  far-reaching,  profound,  and  indeed  great! 

And  from  that  day  he  was  esteemed   'bout  the  best  in  the  State! 

Church  funds  (for  year)  entitled  five  members  for  State  Convention, 
And  Preacher  Griffith  brought  Church  status  to  attention. 

He  asked  support  for  Pastor  and  Church's  other  needs. 

Then  for  'bout  two  years  Church  continued  these  needful   pleads. 

But  State  Board,  also,   in  infancy,  could  grant  no  more, 
So  with  nose  to  grindstone  Church  troubles  began  to  soar! 


Preacher  Griffith  had  setbacks  both  within  and  without, 
While  some  dissatisfied  members  just  wanted  to  pout! 

By  motion  it  was  agreed  --  for  worship  Wednesday  night  -- 

Just  Prayer  Meeting  --  with  no  preaching  --  a  new  added  plight! 

During  the  War  a  quorum  for  business  could  not  be  met, 

He  resigned  --  Church  would  not  accept  --  He  stayed  awhile,  yet! 

With  salary  in  arrears  throughout  the  Civil  War, 

Dr.  Griffith  possessed  a  staunch  faith  that  would  not  jar. 

In  (18)67,  outsiders  were  asked  to  help  pay, 

As  Pastor's  bare  necessities,  Church  could  not  defray. 

They  suddenly  realized  the  Church  building  was  too  small, 
Then  displeasure  of  its  location  added  to  the  gall! 

Sunday  School   attendance  dwindled  down  to  only  one, 

And  Teacher  and  Scholar  did  what  was  right  to  be  done. 

In  faith,  they  prayed  that  the  Lord  would  see  the  project  through. 
So  Bill   Boyd  re-organized  it,  making  the  rescue! 

Neither  the  Teacher  nor  Pupil  was  on  the  Church  roll, 

But  God  answered  their  prayers  --  its  Sunday  School   did  not  fold! 

When  Norfolk  fell    the  South's  Navy  Yard  was  moved  to  town, 

And  many  worshipped  at  "First"  where  peace  of  mind  they  found. 

A  protracted  revival   by  four  preachers  took  place, 

Soon  fifty  persons  were  converted  by  grace  through  faith! 

Twenty-three  joined  the  First  Church  and  revived  it  anew, 
The  rest  joined  Town's  other  Churches,  reviving  them,  too! 

The  old  Church  bell   caused  trouble  as  it  never  rang  true. 

They  tried  to  fix  it  but  pleasing  tones  never  came  through. 
It  was  melted  down  and  used  as  bullets  for  war  cause, 

But  successive  bells  proved  no  better  as  each  had  ring  flaws. 
In  its  history  there's  no  record  of  a  good  bell, 

Perhaps,  the  New  Church  will  correct  this  --  time  will   tell! 

Beulah's   '44  records  say  it  had  thirty  blacks, 

And  nine  whites,  a  statement  in  Church  letter,   that  gives  facts! 
None  had  surnames,  they  were  Peg  or  Moe,  servants  of  Jones   (etc.), 

Most  were  gen'rous  and  loved  rhythmic  musical   tones. 
The  Pastor  met  with  them  in  afternoons  on  Sunday, 

And  none  could  join  the  Church  without  his  master's  okay. 

Conferences  were  held  for  and  with  them  everyday, 

And  when  Bible  was  taught,  they'd  shout,  and  vow  to  obey. 

Two  of  them,  Ezekiel  and  Zaccheus,  were  leaders, 

In  all  Church  matters  most  of  the  blacks  were  good  heeders. 

Whites  and  Blacks  brake  bread  together,  June  12,   '59, 

But  common  ground,  through  all   the  years,  they  never  did  find. 

Some  blacks  in   '66  wanted  a  Church  of  their  own, 

Preacher  Griffith  and  Hinton  explored  this  thought  to  bone. 

During  its  hist'ry  blacks  numbered  one  hundred  seven, 
All   its  fifty-nine  asked  for  letters  (late)    '67. 

To  organize  a  colored  Baptist  Church  were  their  aims, 

Thus  on  South  Church  Street  the  Second  Baptist  Church  staked  claims! 
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There  were  hardships  on  every  hand  during  the  Civil   War, 

But  prayer,  work  and  faith  did  keep  all   Christians  up  to  par! 

Dr.  Griffith  resigned  in  March,  1869, 

'Cause  some  blocked  Church  success  and  his  bus'ness  tried  to  mind 

Overwhelmingly  the  Church  voted  that  he'd  not  go, 

Outsiders  ev'n  pleaded,  but  he  bowed  out  like  a  pro! 

From  March   (18)69  to  October   '71, 

Church  was  Pastorless  because  deacons  could  find  no  one. 

Four  previous  calls  had  been  made  and  each  had  been  declined. 

Then  they  called  J.   B.   Boone  and  he  proved  quite  a  good  find. 
His  personality  had  an  unusual   appeal, 

And  the  Church  took  on  new  life  with  a  spiritual  zeal! 

His  sal 'ry  was  $60.00  per  month,   to  start  soon, 

Then  finance  and  greeting  committees  took  on  a  boon. 

The  Church  even  adopted  a  mission  Sunday  School, 
And  its  roll  was  updated  using  every  known  rule. 

Then  the  Baptist  State  Convention  asked  for  his  release, 
To  help  raise  a  Wake  endowment  so  Wake  could  increase! 

The  Church  paid  his  salary  for  an  indefinite  period, 

But  date  he  resigned  has  not  been  determined  or  cleared; 

He  was  a  man  of  morals,  courage,  and  always  cool, 

And  when  he  returned  to  Charlotte  he  taught  graded  school. 

Truly  the  Church  was  quite  saddened  when  he  had  to  go, 
The  Thomasville  Orphanage  was  run  by  him,  also. 

The  first  two  weeks  of  September  in  '74, 

A  Big  Meeting  increased  roll  to  about  thirty  more. 

Rev.  Theodore  Whitfield  was  one  of  its  Preachers, 

Assisted  by  Clarence  M.  Dixon,  both  good  Bible  Teachers. 

Meridan  Mississippi  was  Theodore's  home  town, 

And  Dixon  was  from  Shelby,  N.  C,  the  best  around! 

Without  fanfare  the  Church  gave  Rev.  Whitfield  the  nod, 

And  he  quickly  accepted  without  a  single  prod! 
His  year's  twelve  hundred  bucks,   pay  started  September,  first, 

Which  meant  each  member  had  to  reach  way  down  in  his  purse. 
Asa  George  was  requested  to  train  the  Choir,  weekly, 

So  they'd  lead  the  congregation  that  sang  so  meekly. 

They  bought  a  new  organ  and  remodeled  backs  of  pews, 
Now  each  one  sat  in  comfort  hearing  the  Gospel   News! 

A  movement  to  build  a  Parsonage  not  underway, 

To  cost  fifteen  hundred  bucks,  at  Church  rear's  right  of  way. 

Mrs.   Jane  Spear's  estate,  the  first  e'er  left  to  Church  in  will, 
Worth  three-hundred  bucks,  would  help  defray  this  project  bill! 

The  Women's  Aid  and  Benevolent  Society, 

Organized  by  Mrs.  Whitfield  brought  forth  much  piety. 
Baptistry  dress  rooms  were  changed  into  a  two-way  deal, 

With  folding  doors,  and  stove  took  on  nursery  appeal! 
Ushers  were  used  and  Pastor  was  granted  a  vacation, 

As  Church  took  on  a  new  spiritual   sensation! 
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In   '77  while  Whitfield  was  still   Pastor, 

Church  indebtedness  was  impossible  to  master. 
In  fact,  e'en  the  Pastor's  salary  could  not  be  met, 

But  through  faith,  Tryon  Street  lot  was  bought  without  a  fret! 
The  Ladies  Building  Society  worked  in  this  drive, 

So  it  was  through  their  efforts  the  whole  matter  did  jive! 

The  lot's  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  on  Tryon's  East  side, 

Its  twenty-one  hundred  and  twenty-five  bucks  cost,   brought  pride! 

In  June   '77,   they  placed  a  thousand  bucks  on  line, 
And  paid  it  all  April   2,  1879. 

By  September,  four  thousand  bucks,  by  Chairman  was  raised, 
Then  the  proposed  10,000  bucks  new  Church  trail   was  blazed! 

Chairman  Hoffman's  group,  soon,  chose  architect  A.  L.  West, 
Old  debts  forced  plans  downward  to  6,000  bucks  --  at  best. 

In  early   '80  lot  was  cleared  and  two  contracts  let, 
For  wood,  and  carpenter  work,  as  conditions  were  met. 

The  foundation  was  laid  but  then  regarded  too  small, 
Then  the  group  heeded  W.J.F.  Liddell's  pleading  call. 

They  extended  it  seventeen  feet  more  --  a  wise  move, 

And  then  for  four  more  years  their  faith  was  tested  and  proved. 

'Long  the  way,   Preacher  Whitfield  decided  to  resign, 

Because  Church  progress  was  too  slow  and  sal 'ry  behind. 

During  his   Pastorate  about  200  members  were  received, 

But  roll   stayed  around  150  that  kept  the  Church  grieved. 

His  resignation  took  place,  December   '81, 

And  he  bowed  out  gracefully  knowing  His  will  was  done! 

As  an  able  theologian,  he  was   'mong  the  best, 

In  fact,  his  attainments  would  stand  up  to  any  test. 

As  Pastor,  he  was  both  devoted  and  devout, 

Who  relied  on  faith  and  prayer  and  never  had  a  doubt! 

April   2,    '82,  0.   F.   Gregory  took  the  helm, 

And  his  new  spirit  of  zealousness  did  overwhelm! 
His  pay  was  eight  hundred  bucks  plus  use  of  Parsonage, 

So  in  his  planning  Church  took  on  a  different  image! 
He  adopted  a  new  administrative  manner, 

Which  heretofore  had  not  been  used  by  any  planner. 

An  Executive  Committee  of  deacons  and  clerk, 

With  equal    number  of  male  members  did  most  Church  work. 

In  temporal   and  finance  matters  the  group  was  master, 
And  this  powerful   Committee  was  chaired  by  Pastor. 

In  each  quarter,   though,  a  Church  group  conference  could  be  held, 
Then  members  would  have  a  chance  to  squawk,  buzz  or  rebel! 

One  day  the  current  Building  group  was  dismissed  out-right, 
And  a  new  one  proceeded  with  the  Worship  house  fight. 

Money  was  tightened  and  they  could  incur  no  more  debt, 
So  agreement  on  this  point  was  very  easy  to  get! 

Current  treasurers  were  asked  to  resign  their  held  post, 
Then  the  Committee  appointed  theirs  that  were  foremost! 


They'd  receive  and  account  for  monies  and  pay  them  out, 
So  all  Church  contributions  took  the  Committee  route! 

The  Committee  expected  the  Church's  full  support, 
And  if  anyone  rebel ed  he  was  called  a  bad  sport. 

This  Committee  would  meet  one  time  every   thirty  days, 

With  advanced  plans  that'd  keep  down  postponements  and  delays! 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is  grand, 

And  should  be  a  committee  for  a  new  Mission  plan. 

They  must  adopt  a  systematic  way  to  get  gifts, 

From  Church  members,  for  missions,  and  keep  down  any  miffs. 

The  Pastor  would  aid  them  in  this  contribution  task, 

And  soothe  out  all  dissenters  whom  the  ladies  had  asked. 

The  Ladies  Aid  Society  ought  to  have  more  help, 

From  all  women  of  the  Church,  who'd  make  them  more  adept. 

The  "Gleaners"  should  be  recognized  as  a  great  power, 

For  good,  and  enlist  the  young,  for  this  youthful  tower! 

Previous  means  of  collections  must  be  annulled,  right  now, 

In  Church  and  Sunday  School,  where  they'll  have  to  take  a  bow! 

The  Executive  Group  injected  their  own  plan, 

Which  was  for  the  best  interest  of  all,  in  its  demand. 

The  superintendents  with  the  Committee  would  work,  closely, 
In  supplying  means  for  the  School,  and  its  needs,  mostly. 

The  Executive  Committee  would  revise  the  Church  rolls, 

And  at  the  Quarterly  conference  there 'd  be  several  goals. 

All  those  who  were  to  be  disciplined,  they'd  call  their  names, 
Then  through  Scriptural  efforts  they'd  attempt  to  make  reclaims. 

The  Pastor  would  always  interview  the  offender, 

Or  one  of  the  Committee,  might  be  the  good  mender! 

But  --  this  centralization  authority  became  nil, 

When  the  Preacher  asked  for  a  ten  Committee  male  member,  bill! 

On  the  new  proposal  all  Church  male  members  took  part, 
By  now,  serving  on  committees,  had  become  an  art! 

There  was  a  group,  ON  BALANCE  DUE  ON  THE  BUILDING  FUND. 
And  ON  CONDITION  OF  THE  BUILDING,  that  got  it  done. 

Then  too,  an  all -male  Committee  was  formed,  on  THE  POOR. 

Next,  MUSIC,  then  on  SEATING  STRANGERS,  at  the  Church  door. 

Those,  on  THE  SALE  of  OLD  PROPERTY  and  SUNDAY  SCHOOL, 
Plus  the  one  ON  FINANCES  were  those,  no  one  could  fool! 

ON  DISCIPLINE  and  the  REVISION  of  the  CHURCH  ROLL, 

And  the  one  ON  MISSIONS,  were  the  last  two  on  the  scroll. 

The  '83  records  fail  to  mention  building  cause, 

No  doubt,  the  new  movement  of  Dr.  Greg'ry  had  flaws! 

Members  kept  sacrificing  with  their  money  and  time, 

And  with  prayer,  trust,  and  faith  in  God,  they  got  back  in  rhyme! 

Early  in  '84,  the  building  picture  improved, 

As  the  cross-word  puzzle  piece  by  piece  got  in  the  groove! 

July  19,  '84,  Opening  Service  Day, 

Proving  twenty-one  years  of  faith  and  struggle  did  pay! 


Those  great  leaders  were  --  who  ushered  in  that  special  day  -- 
F.  C.   Furman,  "The  Preacher  Boy",  who  pointed  the  way! 

Theo'  Whitfield,  0.   F.  Gregory,  and  J.  B.   Boone, 
A.  G.  McManaway  --  All   sharp  and  ready  to  hewn! 

R.   H.  Griffith,  also,  and  Dr.  Shaver, 

And  all   were  o'erwhelmed  in  their  manner  and  behavior!* 

Twelve  thousand,  four  hundred,  sixty  &  seventy(seven)  cents   ($12,460.77) 
Was  cost  of  plant,  accomplished  by  faith  and  diligence! 

Eight  thousand,  four  hundred,  thirty-four  &  eighty- two  cents   ($8,434.82) 
Given  by  Church  and  Societies  with  confidence! 

One  thousand,  nine  hundred,  twenty-one  &  ninety-five  cents  ($1,921.95), 
Donated  by  Baptists,  with  out  of  town  residence. 

Seven  hundred  and  four  dollars   ($704.00)  without  any  cents, 

Was  given  by  Town's  people,  because  of  preference. 
One  thousand  and  four  hundred  bucks,  remaining  expense  ($1,400.00), 

They  borrowed  on  old  building,  and  this  was  common  sense! 
Dr.  Gregory  resigned  in  eighteen  eighty-five  (1885), 

'Twas  through  his  efforts  a  concept  of  Church  staff  arrived! 

In  March   '85,  Dr.   T.   H.   Pritchard  was  asked, 

He  declined,  but  when  called  years  later,  he  assumed  task! 

In  April,  A.  G.  McManaway  received  a  call, 

All   parties  agreed!   But  he'd  have  to  wait,    'til   the  fall! 

October  25th  was  day  of  his  arrival , 

And  he  woke  them  up  with  an  old-fashioned  revival! 

Church  received  twenty-four  by  faith  and  four  by  letter, 
And  right  off-bat,  this  was  proof,   he  was  a  go-getter! 

When  he  came,  one  hundred  seventy-two  were  on  roll, 

But  when  he  left  two  hundred  ninety-two  --  was  Church  fold. 

In   '86  the  Brevard  Street  property  was  sold, 

Which  wiped  out  old  debts,  and  every  member  did  extol! 

Miss  Eva  Liddell   formed  a  Christian  Endeavor  (Society)  Band, 
That  taught  young  Christians  how  to  speak,  fluently  and  grand! 

It  was  the  first  in  the  City  and,  also,  the  State, 
So   '87  for  the  Baptists  proved  quite  a  date! 

In  the  nineties   '90's)  they  changed  it  to  a  B.Y.P.U. 
Today  --   it's  Juniors,  Seniors,  and  Adults  B.T.U.! 

'57  rushed  in  Associational   ties, 

As  Preacher  Jones  was  one  of  the  State's  Convention  allies. 
First  met  with  Brown  Creek  Association,    '64. 

In   '73  with  South  Yadkin  group,   First  was  a  GOER! 
They  hired  a  Mission  Preacher,  for  $400.00  a  year, 

First  Baptist  gave  $100.00  and  filled  the  place  with  cheer! 

Clear  Creek  Baptist  was  organized   '58; 

Sermons  were  preached  under  brush  arbors  before  that  date. 
Layman  Lewis  Ferguson  held  meetings  at  an  OAK, 

And  from  all    sections  folks  came  --  Some  prayed  and  many  spoke  — 
E.   C.  Williams  was  the  organizer  and  preacher, 

Who  worked  before  and  after,  as   its  out-reacher! 

*A11   Pastors  since  re-organization  were  present,   except 
R.   B.   Jones  who  had  gone  to  his  reward. 


In  Virginia,  as  a  Confederate-Service  man  -- 

Eli  H.  Hinson  received  a  SPIRITUAL  COMMAND! 
"At  discharge,  advance  God's  Kingdom  Through  a  Church-Mission." 

Then  in   '75  the  Command  reached  fruition! 
Arlington  Baptist  was  organized  1880. 

These  in  Association  ties  and  "First"  were  weighty! 

The  Cabarrus  and  Mecklenburg  Association  -- 

In   '86  was  formed  and  emitted  an  elation! 
It  was  organized  in  Clear  Creek  Church  near  County  lines, 

And  henceforth  these  countys'   Baptists  have  a  tie  that  binds! 
In  a  nutshell,  this  was  how  "First's  Missions"  got  their  start, 

Today  in  world-wide  places,   the  Church  still  does  her  part! 

On  Trade  and  Cedar  Streets,   in  June,  1888, 

A  lot  was  bought  for  a  new  mission  to  emanate. 

Pastor,  A.   G.   McManaway  and  Board  of  deacons, 

Chose  W.   F.   d.   Liddell  and  C.  Gresham,  great  Church  beacons  -■ 

And  J.  A.   Durham  to  work  out  building-cost  plans. 

Then  building  Olivet,  there  out,  had  no  Ifs  and  Ands! 

Twenty  members  paid  forty  and  3/5  cents   (each)  per  week, 
To  Building  Loan,  for  project,  and  got  blessings  unique! 

The  Mecklenburg  and  Cabarrus  Association, 
In  1891   approved  Church  attestation. 

At  this  time  D.  M.  Austin  became  Olivet's  Pastor, 
Followed  by  L.   R.   Purette,  Missionary  Master! 

For  fifteen  years   it  possessed  a  shaky  foundation, 
And  ne'er  developed  a  right  Church-spirit  relation. 

In  nineteen  hundred  five  Olivet  Church  disbanded, 

So  First  Baptist  was  where  most  of  its  members  landed. 

The  Presbyterians  bought  land  and  property  complete, 
And  West  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  planted  its  feet! 

Discipline  measures  took  on  importance  in  those  days, 
As  dancing,  drinking  and  cursing  set  the  town  ablaze. 

Members  were  asked  not  to  attend  operas,   plays  and  balls, 
Since  their  frivolous  effect  impaired  the  Master's  cause! 

Membership  could  be  withdrawn  from  anyone  that  might  dance, 
And  if  pledge  was  due,  when  one  moved,   letter  ne'er  advanced! 

Formerly,  some  letters  had  been  recalled,  after  granting, 
Which  created  ill-will,  unfavor  and  some  ranting. 

Dr.  McManaway' s  preaching  was  sharp  like  a  tack, 
And  deep  appreciation  kept  things  on  the  track! 

Then  suddenly,  August  7,  1892, 

He  bowed  out,  gracefully,  leaving  the  "First  Baptist  Crew!" 

In  1832,  when  Furman  and  Barnes  came  to  Town, 

With  that  great  Revival   that  turned  the  town  upside-down, 

Thomas  H.   Pritchard  was  born  right  here  in  the  City, 
And  as  a  mere  youngster  he  was  brilliant  and  witty! 

By  heart,  he  learned  the  Westminister   (Shorter)  Catechism, 
At  First  Presbyterian,   (embracing)   Presbyterianism. 
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At  the  Wake  Forest  College  School,   he  worked  himself  through, 

And  was  valedictorian  of   '54  Class,  too! 
He  was  its  President  in  the  "eighties"  for  a  spell, 

Then  when  on  Staff  of  Biblical   Recorder,  made  it  jell! 
He  came  to  First,  January,  1893, 

So  for  Satan's  demons  it  was  a  catastrophe! 

During  that  year  the  Church  built  its  first  Sunday  School   room, 

And  it  removed  all   the  Church's   inadequacy  gloom. 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was   its  total   cost  (2,500.00), 

So  with  two  hundred  seats  there 'd  be  room  for  some  that's  lost! 
It  had  no  classrooms  but  included  Pastor's  study, 

Then  with  new  Baptistry  its  complexion  got  ruddy! 

Soon  Dr.   Purette  was  made  Town  Missionary. 

And  took  on  the  challenge  without  a  moment's  tarry. 
He  and  Dr.   Pritchard  held  a  North  side  tent  outing, 

Preaching  just  plain  faith  by  grace,  and  removed  all   doubting. 
This  mission  became  the  fourth  Baptist  Church   in  our  town. 

It  has  had  three  names:   "Twelfth",   "Ninth",  and  today,   "Midwood"  Crown! 

Then  Drs.   Pritchard  and  Pruette  became  a  great  team, 

Their  Lord's  business  was  first  with  each  and  eyery  scheme! 

After  a  Month's  revival    in  1895, 

They  organized  Atherton's  Sunday  School  with  a  drive! 

Years  hence,  forty-six  from  Olivet,  First,  and  Twelfth  Street, 
Put  Pritchard  Memorial,   in  1901,  on  her  feet! 

Those  who  assisted  in  this  organization  fete, 

Were  Dr.   Barron  and  Dr.   Purette  --  lik-  concrete! 
J.  A.   Durham,  and  W.   C.   Dowd,   both  Baptist  LayMEN, 

That  were   'mong  Town's  outstanding  business  citiZEN! 
Dr.  T.   H.   Pritchard  is  the  man  Church  was  named  for. 

Truly  a  great  Preacher  and  Christ-like  ambassador! 

In  1896,   the  twenty- third  day  of  May, 

In  New  York,  at  his  son's,  Dr.   Pritchard  passed  away. 
A  short  time  before,  he'd  gone  for  his  health,   to  the  beach, 

Then  on  to  his  son's  for  a  better  treatment  out-reach. 
Elmwood  Cemetery  was  where  they  laid  him  to  rest. 

Which  is  owned  by  Charlotte,  and  at  that  time,  the  Town's  best! 

A  Big  Town-Meeting  was  held,  1895, 

By  various  Churches,  a  Christ-like  spirit  to  revive. 
A.   C.   Barron  and  H.  M.   Wharton  were  the  Preachers, 

Both  were  Doctors  D.   D.   proving  themselves  out-reachers! 
E'en  though,   sponsored  by  "First"  a  togetherness  was  born, 

Which  was,  as  pure  as  daisies  with  dew  on  a  spring  morn! 

At  each  service  the  crowds  were  huge  and  overflowing, 

In  the    Auditorium  on  West  6th,  and  kept  growing! 
Its  location  was  at  Tryon  Street  Methodist  Church,  rear, 

An-  during  the  crusade,  literally,   thousands  came  to  hear! 
Dr.   Barron  preached  himself  into  the  Town  Folks'   hearts  -- 

Soon  "First"  needed  someone  --  And  asked  him  to  share  his  arts! 
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November  1896,  was  the  time  he  came, 

And  "The  Scarlet  Line  in  the  Window",  set  them  aflame! 
This  sermon  was  repeated  many  times  by  request, 

Because  when  he  preached  on  redemption  he  was  at  best. 
He  challenged  the  Sunday  School,  200  to  exceed, 

And  the  next  week,  201  met  the  heed! 

In  the  Sunday  School  room  overflow  became  commonplace, 
And  a  larger  room  was  the  next  chore  they  had  to  face! 

In  the  new  room,  classrooms  were  provided  for,  first  time, 
As  Baraca  and  Philathea  Classes  joined  in  chime! 

Then  at  506  North  Tryon,  a  new  Parsonage  was  built, 

Sparking  all    the  Church  progress  like  a  musical    lilt! 

Two  thousand,  four  hundred  fifty-three  and  fifty  cents   ($2,453.50), 
Was  gifts  per  year  when  he  came,  to  offset  Church  expense. 

Five  thousand,  eight  twenty-five,  and  seventy-eight  cents   ($5,825.78), 
Per  year,  was  his  new  record  that  gave  Church  confidence. 

Missions,  six  hundred  thirty  bucks  and  forty-six  cents   (630.46), 

To  one  thousand,   seven  thirteen  and  seventy-five,   hence  ($1,713.75) 

The  Mecklenburg-Cabarrus  Association  said, 

Ending  first  year,   286  was  how  records  read. 
Attendance  had  soared,   his  last  year  to  623, 

And  all   through  his  era  things  moved  to  the  endth  degree. 
In  nine  years  he  baptized  one  hundred  and  forty-two, 

Proving  all    his  accomplishments  were  really  true-blue! 

During  Dr.   Barron's   pastorate  a  child  was  burned, 

Her  mother  worked  as  child's  daily  bread  had  to  be  earned. 

Dr.    Barron  was  overcome  at  the  loss  of  the  child! 

And   it  took  time  for  his  emotions  to  get  reconciled. 

Suddenly  an  idea  struck  him  on  one  early  morn, 
So  Charlotte's  Day  Nursery  Association  was  born! 

Dr.   Barron  asked  Church  to  hire  Miss  Carrie  Booker, 

As  Missionary,   since  she  was  a  good  out-looker. 
She  did  mission  work  at  First,  Olivet,  and  throughout  town, 

And  was  eager  His  will    to  do  and  Word  to  expound! 
In  May  1903  he  helped  form  Chadwick  Baptist  Church, 

Which  put  non-believers,  on  that  town's  side,   in  the  lurch. 

To  London,  Dr.   Barron  went  in  1905, 

At  the  Baptist  Congress  he  sought  ways  his  Church  might  thrive! 
He  toured  Europe  and  preached  in  Paris  the  last  Sunday, 

On  return  Boat,  crowds  were  converted,  e'en  Captain  --  one  DAY! 
In  Virginia  at  a  daughter's,  were  family  and  wife, 

After  short  stay,  Depot  bound,  a  sudden  stroke  took  life! 

His  death  occurred  on  August  19,  1905, 

At  funeral,  memories  of  his  greatness  were  revived! 

Pritchard's  Adams,  and  Ninth  Avenue's  Pruette 

Conducted  rites:   and  three  more  preachers  helped  them  do  it. 

These  were:   J.   Thompson,  W.  Orr,  and  J.   E.   Dorritee, 
And  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  Elmwood  Cemetery. 
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June,  1906,  H.   H.   Hulten  became  Church  Pastor, 

And  in  his  delivery  he  was  more  than  a  master. 
Upon  his  arrival    he  was  twenty-four  years  old. 

Each  week  the  crowds  o1 erf lowed  helping  him  get  a  foothold! 
In  six  months  the  Sunday  School   room  again  was  en  larged, 

And  the  Congregation,   now,  really  got  supercharged! 

The  cost  of  the  new  addition  was  5,000.00  bucks, 

And  then  a  new  Auditorium  pulled  at  their  tucks. 
J.  M.  McMichael ,  a  member,  was  the  architect, 

So  member,  J.   0.  Gardner,  contractor  took  his  sketch. 
In  no  time  flat  this  two-member  team  began  to  click, 

And  in  a  year  and  ten  months   it  was  finished  --  but  quick! 

The  new  building,  August  1907,  got  its  start, 

And  each  member,  financially,  did  his  or  her  part. 

May  2,  1909,   its  one  thousand  seats  were  filled, 

Which,   no  doubt,  was  brought  about  by  prayer,  work  and  self-will! 

Fifty  thousand   ($50,000.00)   bucks  was  the  cost  of  the  entire  plant, 
And  according  to  records,   no  member  said,   "WE  CAN'T"! 

J.  A.   Durham  was  the  Building  Committee's  Chairman, 

His  co-workers:   T.   S.   Franklin  and  R.   H.  Jordan, 
W.   C.   Dowd,  H.   G.   Harper,  and  Mr.   Willis  Brown, 

And  H.   H.   Hulten  advised  when  friction  did  abound! 
A  five-thousand   ($5,000)  buck  Mohler  organ  they  did  install, 

And  suddenly,  the  Choir  got  from  behind  the  eight-ball! 

A  Swedish  artist  named  01  sen  did  the  frescoing, 

So  this   picture  of  Christ  keeps  one's  emotions  going. 

Which  is  the  Good  Shepherd,  over  the  Pulpit  (at  back)   so  real, 
And  it  thrills  you  through  and  through  when  the  organ  does  peel! 

In  1912,  Dr.   Hulten  left  "First," 

Going  to  Oklahoma's  First,   because  they  were  athirst! 

In  1913,  for  third  time  Church  called  W.  M.   Vines, 
For  in  Baptist  circles  he  was  among  the  best  finds! 

He'd  held  a  Revival,  at  First,  a  few  years  before, 

And  in  preaching  Gods  Word,   he  could  top  just  any  score. 

During  Pastorate,   evangelism  was  his  long  feat, 
Thus   his  Meeting  in   '13  made  his  renown  complete! 

In  the  spring  of   '14,   the  Church  had  another  one, 

With  Dr.   J.   H.   Drew  and  wife  that  roused  the  rear  echelon! 

Dr.   Vines  chaired  a  town-wide  Committee  in   '15, 
For  an  evangelistic  campaign,  the  biggest  seen! 

Dr.   J.   W.   Chapman  and  Charles  M.  Alexander, 

Conducted  it,  and  Dr.   Vines  was   its  commander! 

A  huge  building  with  6000  seats  was  filled  each  night, 
On  East  Avenue,  where  Revival   was  preached  with  might! 

In  its  five  weeks  there  were  more  than  1000  converts, 
And  200  of  them  joined  the  First  Baptist  networks! 

With  this   influx,  Dr.   Vines  must  have  an  assistant, 
Then  they  hired  Susan  Anderson  without  dissident. 


•13- 


Miss  Susan  Anderson  came  from  down  the  Georgia  way, 

Who  finished  at  Louisville's  Training  School,  rating  an  A! 

This  lady  endeared  herself  into  each  member's  heart, 
Then  in  all   the  Church  accomplishments  she  had  a  part! 

So  in  the  current  Sunday  School   a  Class  bears  her  name, 

Thus  in  all   future  Church  records  her  name  will   have  fame! 

In  December,  the  Church  was  host  to  the  State  Convention. 

It  was  the  sixth  time  but  records  give  little  attention. 
Ths  Mission  Board,   in   '16,  held  City  revivals, 

In  most  Baptist  Churches  to  stimulate  survivals. 
From  the  four  hundred  converts,  "First"  got  seventy-five, 

So  once  more  the  Church-spirit  soared  and  things  became  alive! 

In   '17  the  16,000  bucks  debt  was  paid, 

And  in  every  category  great  progress  was  made! 
The  main  factor  in  its  progress  was  the  Sunday  School, 

So  thus  through  the  years,  it's  been  the  implemental   tool! 
Shortly  after  the  debt  was  paid  Dr.  Vines  resigned, 

And  soon  was  Southern  Baptist  Convention's  preacher,  in  kind! 

Strange  though,   to  this  point,   the  Church  has  had  only  a  few, 
Called  as  preachers  or  missionaries,  Christ's  Word  to  woo! 

A  Sunday  School  member,  T.  J.  Taylor,  was  the  first. 
T.   J.   Rooke  (18)72  was  ordained  and  well   versed! 

Then  in   '90,  John  E.   McManaway  was  ordained, 

And  F.  C.   Helms  went  to  seminary  to  be  trained! 

D.  A.   Tedder  was  ordained  while  H.   Hulten  was  preacher, 
And  was  a  faithful  and  foremost  Baptist  out-reacher! 

Miss  Grace  Griffith,  apparently,  did  full-time  Christian  work, 
Then  in  Mexico,  Beulah  Bowden  taught  His  Handiwork! 

In   '13  the  Judson  Centennial   group  preached  at  "First". 

J.   B.  Hipps  (from  group),  went  to  China  Missions  to  intersperse! 

In  1918  Dr.   Luther  Little  came, 

And  in  no  time  flat  he  acquired  U.   S.   Radio  fame! 
He  made  a  first,   1921,  on  W.B.T., 

By  broadcasting  Sunday  Services   in  our  City! 
Shut-ins,  Sunday  workers,  and  unchurched  were  thrilled  to  tears! 

And  Church  still   supports  this  type  of  program   'spite  of  years! 

The  Junior  Church,  ages   six  to  thirteen,  got  its  start, 
Conceived  by  Dr.   Little  which  made  little  folks  smart. 

Each  Sunday  during  the  School  year  it  had  a  program, 

Of  songs,  Bible  teaching  and  news   'bout  men  like  Abraham. 

C.   C.  Martin's  daughter,  Marcel le,  was   'mong  its  teachers, 
And  many  young  people  worked  in  its  various  features. 

C.   A.   Duckworth  was  the  leader  for  its  entire  life, 

And  fir  sixteen  years  the  kids  were  happy  with  little  strife! 

For  old-time  revivals,  all   the  preachers  were  great! 
Such  as  W.   B.   Riley  and  Bill   Evans  sent  by  fate. 

A.   C.   Dixon  and  Leon  Tucker  had  love  to  spare! 

While  John  Stratton  and  Len  Broughton  --  Satan's  work  did  bare! 
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In  June  1919,  off  Trade  Street  in  Seversville, 

A  group  formed  a  Sunday  School  to  execute  His  will! 

"First"  qave  a  lot  and  J.  A.  Durham  gave  Plant  complete, 

Then  twenty-six  Charter  members  joined  from  "First"  for  fete! 

It  was  West  Oaks  'til  Durham,  agreed,  name  it  for  him. 
Now,  it's  Durham  Memorial  in  Mem' ry  of  his  vim! 

October  19,  '19  at  Sunday  School  Room's  rear, 

"First"  purchased  a  new  lot  and  once  more  got  in  high  gear. 

'Twas  Presbyterian  Standard  Publishing's  plot  of  land, 
And  was  answer  to  prayer  for  a  new  Sunday  School  plan. 

Two  thousand,  four  seventy-three  bucks  and  fifty-two  cents  ($2,473.52' 
Was  cost  and  28  by  80  feet  was  its  lengths! 

Early  in  '20  a  group  studied  Sunday  School  needs, 
And  recommended  a  new  plant  to  acquire  more  deeds. 

$80,000.00  would  be  the  cost,  at  the  least, 

Which  would  take  care  of  present  and  future  years  increase! 

Then  a  faction  cropped  up  and  sought  a  new  projection, 
That  would  be  a  new  Church  in  the  Elizabeth  section. 

Soon  J.  M.  McMichael  drew  up  the  new  Building  plan, 

And  when  vict 'ry  week  was  injected  all  decks  were  on  hand! 

$80,453  and  fifty  pennies, 

Plus  $20,000.00  for  Parsonage  sale  raised  its  guineas. 

June  '23  was  the  cornerstone  laying  affair, 
And  Dr.  Little  spoke  with  an  eloquent  flair! 

The  following  articles  were  placed  in  the  cornerstone: 
An  "Observer",  and  "News",  symbolic  of  current  tone. 

Group  pictures  of  Beginners,  Juniors,  and  Primaries, 

Church  Calendar,  and  Sunday  School  Quarterly,  that  bares, 

Photos  of  Dr.  Little,  and  T.  S.  Franklin,  too, 

And  of  Earl  Rasor,  and  Mrs.  Alex  Stephens,  so  true! 

Then  of  Mrs.  A.  C.  Craven,  Church  secretary,  also, 

And  Robert  Farrar,  Janitor,  everyone  did  know. 
Then  too,  the  Church  history  by  Miss  Carrie  McLean, 

This  made  the  Church  members  rejoice  again  and  again! 
The  building  was  first  used  February  '24, 

With  twelve  hundred  twenty-five  people  thrilled  to  the  core! 

On  South  Boulevard  and  McDonald  Street  in  '21, 

Prayer  meetings  were  held  in  homes  when  day's  work  was  done! 

Rev.  T.  B.  Phillips  from  "First"  led  this  loyal  band, 
Which  formed  Southside,  in  '22,  His  Word  to  expand! 

Drs.  Pruette,  Little  and  Snyder  preached  a  mighty  tongue, 
And  H.  F.  Darsey  and  Guy  Carswell  were  heroes  --  Unsung! 

Shortly  the  faction  in  the  Elizabeth  section, 

Got  together  to  discuss  the  St.  John  Projection. 
First  granted  186  letters  in  '22, 

Who  joined  the  group  and  dedicated  their  lives  anew! 
The  lot  and  building  was  on  Hawthorne  Lane  at  Fifth  Street, 

And  "First"  gave  $9,000.00  so  lot  deed  could  be  concrete! 
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Dr.  Little  just  had  secretaries  in  his  day, 

Who  did  the  Church  operations  when  he  was  away. 
Three  are  current  members  --  Miss  Ree  Sheets  --  who  knows  the  past, 

And  Myrtle  McCarty,  teacher  of  Philathea  Class! 
Then  Mrs.  Basil  Boyd  who  helped  set  up  a  working  stage, 

Reflected  in  present  Staff,  that'll   stand  throughout  the  age! 

John  Shepherd  and  brothers  gave  organ  chimes  '25, 

And  a  Kilgen  replaced  the  Mohler  ('38)  and  made  Choir  strive! 

In  '35  E.  E.  Rutledge  joined  the  Church's  Staff, 

As  music  head  and  Pastor's  helper  he  used  skilled  craft! 

His  wife  was  Organist,  'mong  the  best  in  the  State, 

Her  playing  stirred  emotions,  'til  they'd  hardly  abate! 

Many  Choir  members  at  this  time  were  paid  for  singing, 

But  there  were  no  youth  Choirs  to  bless  Childrens'  upbringing. 

Martha  Harris  was  alto  soloist,  '28, 

And  Tenor,  Max  Hamilton,  joined  '40,  to  update! 

Praise  for  the  Choir  came  from  both  the  Church  and  Radio, 
So  from  a  current  point  of  view,  the  praise  is  still  so! 

Dr.  Little  bought  land  and  buildings  were  completed, 

And  during  both  wars  a  Soldier's  Center  was  feted! 
On'  Garland  Court,  East  of  Sunday  School's  building  lot, 

The  Presbyterian  Standard  Publishing's  house  was  bought. 
Nine  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars  ($9,500)  was  total  cost, 

And  this  March  '42  deal  was  best  he'd  put  across! 

The  Building  was  remodeled  for  an  assembly  room, 

Which  seated  200  having  plenty  elbow-room! 
It  had  six  rooms  for  young  people's  Department  classes, 

That  accommodated  young  Sunday  School  masses! 
With  the  Spirit's  leading  pocketbook  strings  were  loosed, 

And  most  debts  were  paid  as  the  building  fund  got  a  boost! 

A  Myers  Park  faction,  'round  this  time,  began  to  talk, 
So  Myers  Park  Baptist  took  roots,  1 ' 43  without  a  balk. 

Preliminaries  took  place  in  Queens  Auditorium, 
And  162  went  from  "First"  with  their  maximum. 

First  helped  Allen  Street,  Thrift,  and  North  Charlotte,  too,  years  past, 
Each  new  one  made  "First"  stronger  and  her  fame  still  holds  fast! 

May  23,  '43,  all  notes  paid  --  Nothing  due! 

At  this  time  Vacation  Bible  School  got  its  start,  too! 
Dr.  Little  resigned  July  1943. 

Hard  work  brought  success  to  this  MAN  who  carried  the  Church  key! 
Those  who  knew  him  said  his  preaching  always  did  impress, 

Because  in  the  Lord's  work,  he  never  did  fail  a  test! 

Dr.  Little  gave  the  following  tabulation, 

That  was  quite  thrilling  following  his  resignation. 
Preached  --  2198  times  —  at  "First". 

Seventy  times  in  three  local  meetings,  with  a  burst, 
One  thousand  two  hundred  seventy-nine,  outside  ones. 

One  hundred  'leven  Commencement  sermons  --  as  by-gones. 
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All   sermons,   three  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 

Speeches  and  addresses,   thirteen  hundred  seventy-six  --  to  date. 

Prayer  meeting  talks,   twelve  hundred  fifty-seven  in  all, 
Seventeen  thousand  two  seventy-three,  visits  and  calls. 

Class  meetings  attended,  fourteen  hundred  eighty-eight, 
Sunday  School,   thirteen  hundred  ninety-two,   to  stimulate! 

Contacts  in  Training  Union,  the  same  as  above, 

753  weddings,  where  they  sought  His  great  love. 
Funerals,   1022  --     All   gone  to  their  rewards. 

Baptist  members,   2079  —  All    Pards. 
By  letter,  6792  received  at  "First". 

8871,  sum  received  --  Christian  versed! 

3876  was  total  membership. 

Sunday  School   roll   —  2829  —  All  with  zip! 
Cash   (outside)  causes  --  319,425.62  cents; 

843,183.09  amount  for  all   Church  expense. 
One  million,  one  hundred  sixty-two  thousand  (seventy)  one  cents, 

Was  total   the  Church  raised  by  patience  and  common  sense! 

Volunteers  during  the  "Little  Era"  for  full-time  work, 

Margaret  Rucker  and  J.   C.   Helms  --  plenty  perk! 
Naomi  Braswell,  and  B.   B.   Jernigan,   students, 

And  Lafferty  Robinson  who  portrayed  magnificence! 
J.  A.   Baird,  G.   H.   Hendry,  also,   Edward  G.   Cole, 

And  to  expound  His  teachings  was  the  entire  Group'^  goal! 

On  December  the  first,   nineteen  hundred  forty- three, 

Dr.   C.   C.  Warren  came  and  made  a  soft  decree. 
When  preaching  his  first  sermon  many  were  turned  away, 

He  was  grieved  for  fear  they'd  not  come  back  another  day! 
"The  balcony  on  the  sides  we'll   enlarge  for  more  pews, 

A  Baptistry  and  new  Choir  Loft  will    help  spread  His  news!" 

Under  new  leadership  things  took  on  a  moving  zeal, 

As  his  sincere  ambitions  had  magnetic  appeal. 
Among  his  first  steps  was  the  building  of  a  Church  staff, 

Worth  its  weight  in  precious  stones  without  a  husk  or  chaff. 
Church  Educational   Director,  was  J.   M.   Crowe. 

In   '51  Texas  beckoned  and  he  had  to  go. 

Then  Marie  Roberts  took  over  and  nothing's  been  the  same! 

Soon  Mrs.   R.   K.   Walker,  a  Church  secretary  came. 
Mrs.  W.  J.   Smith,  Jr.,   then  made  finances  blend! 

'Bout  this  time  Robert  Rodwell,   the  Organist  dropped  in. 
Joyce  Pressly,   in  all    her  wisdom,   shared  quite  a  few  arts, 

Then  Keener  Pharr  arrived  and  won  everybody's  hearts! 

Once  this  Minister  of  Education  had  met  you, 

From  then  on,  when  you  met  again,   he'd  call   your  name  true! 
Marie  and  Keener  re-vamped  the  program  to  a  "T", 

And  Sunday  School  members  took  note  --  Salvation  was  free! 
With  the  young  people,  Ruth  Graham's  manner  made  a  hit  -- 

Using  understanding,   patience  and  a  little  wit! 
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Then  later,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Price  became  finance  wizard, 

And  wiped  out  the  unpaid  pledges  just  like  a  blizzard! 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Michaux,  Hostess,  cooked  and  served  the  best  foods, 
While  Mrs.  R.  E.  Agnew,  Visitor,  calmed  fouled  moods. 

Members  who  resigned:  Secretary,  Norma  Brooks, 

Lucille  Welch  and  Adelaide  Crimminger  --  New  outlooks. 

Gertrude  Gower,  '44,  became  Choir  Director. 

She  was  a  perfectionist  and  mistake-detector! 
When  a  member  made  an  error  she  called  him  by  name, 

And  soon  the  tone  quality  of  the  Choir  picked  up  fame! 
Each  one  was  required  to  have  private  or  group  lessons, 

E'en  though  the  Choir  was  small  --  It  inspired  many  blessings! 

Al(wyn)  Howell  headed  up  the  music  in  '49, 

With  a  bubbling  disposition  that  impressed  one's  mind! 

He  organized  Choirs  for  beginners,  Juniors,  Men  -- 
Primaries,  Intermediates,  Young  Folks,  and  Women. 

Including  Adult  Choir,  there  were  400  members, 

And  this  quantity  was  a  fete  one  still  remembers! 

In  '51  Mr.  Howell  was  replaced  by  Charles  White, 
A  local  Public  School  Teacher  with  musical  might. 

He  maintained  the  Church  musical  program  --  in  effect, 
With  his  efforts  producing  admirable  reflect. 

Since  he  was  chosen  only  on  a  part-time  basis, 

In   'bout  two  years   he  left  to  serve  in  other  places. 

On  January  2,   nineteen  hundred  fifty-three, 

The  First  Baptist  Church  was  fortunate  as  one  can  see. 

From  Ada,   Oklahoma,  came  Verl   and  Helen  Capps, 

To  direct  the  Church's  music,  and  remove  its  gaps. 

Verl    sang   himself  into  the  Church's  heart  with  a  smile, 
That  produced  a   new  courage  which  went  the  second  mile! 

Church  members  were  grateful    that  he  had  come  to  "First  Church," 
Giving  thanks  the  Committee  had  success   in  its   search! 

The  Sanctuary  Choir  under  Verl ' s  supervision, 

Soon  became  a   praying  Choir  that  sought  a  new  vision! 

Then  when  it  sang  praises  of  the  Saviour  and  the  Lord, 
The  Congregation  was   stirred  and  eager  for  His  Word! 

Verl   was  a  Christian  Gentleman  who  had  many  friends, 
And  was  always  genuine  and  true  without  pretends. 

The  new  Building's  air-conditioner  was  still   on  the  bum, 
Its  troubles,   so  far,   the  engineers  could  not  o'ercome. 

Verl    tuned  his  electric  ear  in  on  the  situation, 
And  with  a   screw-driver  he  made  a  termination! 

When  requesting  volunteers  for  the  Graded  Choir  job, 
The  response  was  so  spontan'ous   it  looked  like  a  mob! 

Helen  took'  the  ball,   at  this   stage,   and  made  a   touchdown, 

While  Verl   with  each  Choir,   formed  a  new  musical    background! 

Verl's   best  --   Presenting  the  Messiah  at  Christmas  time; 
And  his  Spiritual -1 ed   solos  --   thrilling  all    in  rhyme! 


An  air-conditioner  was  installed   in  nineteen  forty-six 

In  the  Auditorium  that  did  many  magic  tricks! 
Summer  attendance  then  was  as  good  as  winter  time, 

So  during  the  full   twelve  months,   it  was  on  the  up-climb. 
Soon  a  new  spirit  grasped  one  as  he  walked  in  the  door, 

Then  he  couldn't  wait   'til    next  Sunday  to  hear  some  more! 

Plans  for  a  Memor'al   Building    '45,   took  place, 

Because  there  were  Sunday  School    space  needs  the  Church  must  face. 
The  Cutter  Firm  sold   it  a  $48,000.00  lot, 

Which  ran  eighty  feet  on  East  Seventh,  making  up  plot. 
A  28-foot  East  7th  lot,  from  alley,   east, 

Was  bought  for  45,000.00  bucks,  for  space  increase. 

Church  bought  the  lot  from  Winchester  Surgical,    '49, 
And  when  its  building  was  converted  it  had  art  design. 

Beginners,   two  Nurs'ries  and  one  Adult  Department, 

Plus  young  married  groups,  met  in  this  complex  apartment. 

The  Sunday  School    Staff  called  it  the  Seventh  Street  Annex. 

But  March   '50,  at  new  Building's   start,   they  razed  the  complex! 

A  Building  survey  group  was  chosen  March   '48, 

As  its  Chairman,   C.   C.  Martin  did  capacitate. 
On  group  were  Mrs.   F.   D.   Burroughs,  and  Mrs.   Ben  Collins, 

Mrs.   P.   F.   Dawson,  and  Jean  Jeffries  --  just  Darlings! 
Then  Paul   Gilliam,  J.   C.   Hendricks,  and  Edd  C.   Lovell, 

J.   T.   Griffis,  J.   C.   Shepherd  and  George  D.   Frizzell. 

Carl   G.   McCraw,  W.   J.   Smith,   Jr.,  and  Leon  Stacks, 

Carl   Wagner  and  J.  M.   Thames  --  All   quick  with  notes  and  facts! 

Sensing  the  "Cutter  property"  was  too  small   a  plot, 

The  Committee  asked  Church  to  buy  the  "Winchester"  lot. 

They  endorsed  J.   N.   Pease,  Architects  and  engineers, 
And  helped  elect  the  reg'lar  Committee  domineers! 

Floor  plans  for  a  four-story  air-conditioned  building 

With  43,000  square  feet,  floor  space  for  fulfilling! 
It  called  for  Chapel,  Offices  and  six  Primary, 

Nine  Nurseries,  four  Beginner  --  great  visionary! 
Four  Juniors  and  three  Young  Peoples'   Departments,  also, 

And  four  Intermed'ates  --  THIS!   --  That  young'll    hear  God's  Word  &  know! 

Building  Committee  chosen  May  10,1950, 

C.   C.  Martin  was   its  Chairman,  alert  and  nifty. 
As  the  Memorial   Building  got  started  there  was  no  steel, 

Ore  miners  were  on  strike  and  contractors  said:   "no  deal!" 
He  contacted  friends,   in  Belgium  concerning  the  ore, 

And  soon  there  was  a  plenty  to  complete  the  Church  chore! 

J.   T.  Griffis,   the  secretary  informed  and  with  art, 

And  the  others,   subordinate  committees,  who  took  part! 

PLANS:   GEORGE  FRIZZELL  and  members,  Jr.,  C.   C.   Hope, 
With  Carl   Wagner  and  P.   F.   Dawson  ready  to  cope. 

E.   R.   Echerd,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.   Paul   Gilliam  --  all   set, 

And  with  Mrs.   H.   L.   Hopkins,  good  results  --  they  did  get! 
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DECORATING:   S.   D.   BAGWELL,  a  jack-of-all -trades, 

Mrs.   Basil  M.   Boyd  and  Mrs.   C.   E.   Harris,  all   aids, 

Then  there  was  Mrs.   J.   Russell   Smith  and  Mrs.  C.   E.   Mott, 

And  this  faithful   group  got  things  done  "Johnny-on-the-spot"! 

CONSTRUCTION:   C.   D.   GOFORTH,   Dan  Burroughs  and  Paul   Moss, 
C.   S.   Boger,  and  P.   C.   Rodwell ,  who  kept  down  cost! 

FURNISHING:    LEON  STACKS,   E.    L.   Wash,  and  R.   W.    Smith, 

C.   W.    Ketcham  and  A.   D.   Skidmore,  just  staunch  --  no  myth. 

The  ladies  on  the  group  were  Mrs.   T.   R.   Fogleman, 
And  Macy  Fitzgerald  who.s  capable  in  any  plan! 

FINANCE:   CARL  G.   McCRAW,  C.   S.   Goines  and  B.    L.   Scruggs, 

And  each  shot  straight  from  the  shoulder  without  any  shrugs! 

Others  were  W.   J.   Smith,   Sr.,  and  J.   C.   Shepherd, 

Wallace  Bunn  and  Russ  Tucker  --  strong-willed  --  but  they  concurred! 
Cost  of  Building,  land,   turn-key  job,  and  entire  contents, 

$848,261.44  cents; 
So  here's  proof  again  --  in  time  of  crisis  --  "FIRST"  gets  through, 

And  never  fails   in  the  tasks  that  it  decides  to  do! 

World  War  II  members  who  paid  the  supreme  sacrifice, 

And  gave  America  their  very  all   as  the  price: 
W.   R.  Auman,   Richard  A.   Barnes,  and  William  Brown, 

With  Eugene  J.   Bishop,  Jr.,  are  now  glory-Crowned! 
William  D.   Montgomery,  also,  Harvey  D.   White, 

And  Hobart  L.   Sutton  gave  lives  for  the  freedom  fight! 

William  Lester  Bickett  and  Mr.    Eddie  Lee  Hall, 

Plus  Robert  L.   Graham,  Jr.,  will ingly  gave  all! 
Robert  M.   DeBerry  and  Oscar  Hunter  Hammond, 

And  W.   M.   Chapmen  --  when  called  --  did  graciously  respond. 
Dock  Graham  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  M.  Mott  Shepherd,  too, 

Names  on  Memorial    Building  Plaque  for  you  to  view! 

This  group  had  no  revolutionists  nor  flag  stompers, 

No  insurgents,  extremists,   nor  subversive  rompers. 
There  were  no  dis-enchanged  Draft  Dodgers  in  the  lot, 

Nor  racists  nor  critics  --  the  American  way  to  blot  -- 
Neither  liberal ists,   extremists,   nor  Draft-Card  burners, 

But  Red-Blooded-Americans  --  True  Freedom-Yearners! 

Construction  on  the  Building  began  in   '52  -- 

Finished  April    '53,  My!  My!   Sunday  School   grew! 
Dr.   Warren  emphasized  Missions  on  every  hand, 

And  organized  local   ones  to  fulfill   His  command. 
Some  of  those  operated  were  Homewood  and  Clarkson  Street, 

New  Hope,  Bethel   and  Pruette  Chapel    --  all  a  helpmeet. 

Commonwealth,  Morris  Field,  and  Dilworth  o'ercame  all   fears, 

And  Mission  contributions  tripled  in  seven  years! 
All   Chapel   Superintendents  were  great  Christian  men, 

Like  Edd  Lovell   and  Frank  Wright  who  served  Him  with  a  yen! 
Also  Royster  Johnson,  M.   G.   Perry  and  Alvin  Jones, 

All   with  personalities  like  inspired  musical    tones. 
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J.   D.  Campbell,  Louis  D.   Pippin  and  Jimmy  Rhodes, 

Worked  like  old-time  Revivalists  in  their  teaching  modes. 

Francis  Stogner  and  Al   Maul  din  endured  to  the  end, 
While  G.   R.  Abernathy  taught  how  to  be  His  friend. 

M.   W.   Fickling,  C.   S.   Boger  and  Branton,  H.   C, 
Served  Him  with  gladness  in  unpa railed  capacity! 

W.   Red  Hopkins  and  J.   Clyde  Tucker  did  a  good  job, 
Teaching  systematic  giving  so  Christ  they'd  not  rob! 

The  Church  records  show  the  workers  numbered  eighty-eight, 
Who  gave  time  and  talent  His  Word  to  facilitate! 

During  Mission  era  thirty  preachers  were  employed, 

So  God's  Word  was  taught  with  fervor  --  never  null   and  void! 

Each  year  a  nominating  group  chose  those  who'd  work, 
And  therefore  no  one  had  excuse  his  duties  to  shirk! 

Officers  and  Teachers  meetings  were  held  once  each  week, 
And  Training  Union  increased  five  times   its  former  peak. 

In   '44  Sunday  School    had  seven  hundred  fifty-five. 
Then  51,  fifteen  hundred  forty-three  --  did  arrive! 

Receipts  in  '43  were  thirty  nine  thousand  --  Plus  -- 
Then  Dr.  Warren  preached,  the  tithe  —  A  MINIMUM  MUST! 

Thus  followed  appointment  of  a  finance  committee, 

In  nine  years  two  hundred  thousand  plus  was  Church  kitty! 

The  Deacons  were  organized  into  groups  --  active  -- 
Auxiliary,   honorary  --  also  --  inactive! 

Soon  regular  monthly  business  meetings  got  their  start, 
As  sound  ideas  from  Church  members  began  to  impart. 

On  Commonwealth,  H.   L.   Hopkins  and  sisters  gave  land, 
For  a  recreational  cottage  and  a  Boyscout  band. 

A  Library  was  established  in  1945, 

With  1500  volumes  keeping  good  minds  alive! 

On  Convention  matters,  Dr.   Warren  stayed  abreast, 
And  in  all   Baptist  categories  he  was  the  best! 

He  was,  also,  the  President  of  both  Conventions, 

And  helped  Wake  Forest  acquire  her  current  dimensions. 

In   '57  he  took  a  Southern  Baptist  Chore  -- 
A  task  of  seeking  -  A  MILLION  MORE  in   '64! 

The  Church  bought  a  house  at  1055  Ardsley  Road, 

November   '51   for  Parsonage  abode. 
Dr.  Warren  moved  in  with  an  humble  attitude, 

As  his  life  took  on  a  new  inspirational  mood. 
December,    '57,   the  Church  gave  him  the  deed, 

And  this  unparalled  gesture  was  quite  worthy,   indeed! 

Full-time  service  volunteers  of  "Warren  Pastorate", 
Were  the  Don  C.  Austin's  who  ne'er  did  procrastinate, 

The  Shep  Averett's  and  First  Lieutenant  and  Mrs.   Yates  Bingham, 
Rev.   and  Mrs.   Gerald  Bridges  —  sure  as  a  telegram, 

The  Hamlin  Cathey's,  Douglas  Eades,  and  the  John  Fletchers, 
And  Mrs.   Ben  Phil  beck  and  Jean  Jefferies  —  Go-getters! 
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The  John  Ferguson's  and  Loyd  Garner's  got  set  to  go, 

And  the  Morgan  Gilreath's,  all   because  they  loved  Him  so! 

The  Richard  Smith's,  and  Ernest  Russell's  --  dedicated, 
And  the  Foy  Martin's  who  became  captivated! 

The  Coit  Troutman's  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.   Bill  Moyle, 

With  the  Lucius  William's,   in  their  task  got  set  to  toil! 

Some  of  them  off  at  Colleges  and  Seminaries, 

Were  John  Grogg  and  Joe  Price  getting  preliminaries, 

Wilson  Cook,  the  Pat  Gribbles,  Lib  Jordan  and  Jane  Wells, 
Carl   Finlayson,   Nancy  Kistler,  and  Frances  Frizzelle, 

The  Billy  Fuller's,  Ray  Morgan  and  the  Carroll  Threat's, 
With  Sara  Godfrey  were  quite  more  than  any  eye  meets! 

Bob  Jenkins,  Bob  McClure,  and  Eva  McConnell, 

Ready  to  acquire  His  knowledge  just  like  a  funnel  1. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julius  Mahon,  and  Lita  Mauldin, 

Getting  acclimated  so  their  thoughts  with  His  would  blend, 

Ernest  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Henry  Randall, 

Being  filled  with  His  Spirit  made  schooling  like  a  ball! 

Those  in  High  School   were  Glynn  Bolch,  Jr.,  and  Sue  Deaton, 
Converted  during  an  old  time  Revival  meeting. 

Ernest  Bolt,  Jr.,  Don  Wimbish,  and  Doris  Gribble, 
Keen  like  a  basketball   hero  doing  his  dribble. 

Pantha  England,  Joe  Helms,  Helen  Hendrix,  and  Mike  Price, 
Sybil   Holland  and  Marshall   Parrott  --  set  to  sacrifice. 

Ann  Judson  Jordan,  Tommy  Stogner,  and  Eston  Riles, 
And  this  trio  were  ready  to  go  two  second  miles! 

Then  too,  Beverly  Lindsey,  and  Juanita  Swindler, 
And  Nina  Wagner,  each  in  her  way,  a  good  mender! 

Doris  Frizzell,  Car'lyn  Willis,  and  Andy  Harper, 

Now,   if  you  look  the  world  over  you'll   find  none  sharper! 

For  Interim  Pastor  the  Church  called  Rev.   George  Moore, 
And  he  lost  no  time  and  got  down  to  the  yery  core! 

When  he  came  he  stepped  into  a  big  pair  of  shoes, 
Filling  them  up  completely  as  well  as  all   the  pews! 

This  God-filled  man  taught  the  Bible  sincerely  and  true, 
That  brought  to  each  service  an  inspiration  anew! 

Dr.   Carl    E.   Bates  came  to  "First"  July   '59 

No  doubt,  he's  the  best  preacher  in  Old  North  Caroline! 
Genuine  Bible  preaching  by  Pastor  Carl   E.   Bates, 

Has  prepared  and  inspired  thousands  for  the  Pearly  Gates. 
He  is  one  of  the  best-liked  preachers  in  the  town, 

And  is  fast  gaining  National   and  World-wide  renown! 

He  was  President  of  Pastors'   Conference  in  (19)62, 

At  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  gave  the  right  cue! 

Then  preached  its  annual   sermon  without  a  blank  or  fear, 
But  declined  Convention's  Presidency  the  next  year! 

But  from   '64  he  preached  it  five  years  in  a  row, 
And  worked  in  Home  Missions   '61   through   '68,  also! 
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He  was   President   '66  for  State  Convention, 

And  brought  positive  suggestions  to  its  attention! 
Then  Chairman,   "Group  of  Twenty",  State's  Convention  Study, 

Next,   he  was  Wake  Forest  Trustees'    '"70's"  Buddy. 
The  Gideons  knowing  him  to  be  a  truth  seeker, 

Chose  him  in   '67,    International   Speaker! 

Hawaii  requested  a  visit  in   '62, 

And  made  him  an  Interim  Pastor  in  Honolulu! 
At  European  Baptist  Convention,  Switzerland  -- 

In   '64,   he  was  chief  speaker,  and  at-large  man. 
Italy,   in   '66,   sure  made  him  feel   at  home, 

While  he  was  Interim  Pastor,  Rome  Baptist  Church,  Rome! 

At  the   '69  East  African  Mission  Meetings, 

As  speaker,  he  brought  them  "Old  Time  Religion"  greetings! 
Then  in  Germany's  Eisendlhorf 's   (Baptist)  Church  Revival, 

He  preached  "Jesus  Christ",  the  hope  for  peace  and  survival! 
Denver,  Colorado,    '70,   in  month  of  June, 

At  Southern  Baptist  Convention  when  things  got  in  tune. 

Dr.   Bates  was  elected  SBC  President. 

And  at  once  became  a  Baptist  World-wide  resident. 
Attended  Baptist  World  Alliance,  Tokyo,  July, 

And  through  good  interpreters  without  batting  an  eye  -- 
Preached  in  Tokyo  Baptist  Church  with  appeal  and  ease, 

Soon  Hong  Kong  and  Kowloon  requested  he'd  preach  there,   please. 

He  consented  and  to  Communist  border  from  there, 

Then  Bangkok,  Thailand  to  Lennon's,  and  found  love  to  spare. 

A  reception  by  the  Thailand  Mission  did  their  best, 

And  made  Dr.  and  Mrs.   Bates  the  special   honored  guests! 

Next  stop  on  the  trip  was  Australia  for  a  few  days, 
Soon  to  Tahiti  for  rest,  and  its  beauty  amazed! 

Vacation  over  they  headed  back  to  home  sweet  home, 

Leaving  many  fond  memories  back  across  the  foam. 
Soon  speaking  engagement  requests  went  on  a  rampage  -- 

'Cause  his  SBC  speaking  brought  forth  a  new  image! 
He  spoke  at  the  Home  Mission  and  Foreign  Mission  Board, 

And  Most  State  Conventions  where  everything  was  explored. 

At  Baptist  Foundation  Anniversary  dinner, 

And  Evangelistic  Meetings,   he  became  winner! 
Then  the  United  Methodist  Church  Convention,  too, 

Proving  what  a  good  Baptist-speaking  preacher  could  do! 
At  Gardner  Webb,  Wingate,  and  Campbell   --  their  Founders'   day  -- 

He  convinced  hundreds  to  live  a  useful  Christian  way! 

At  Southern,  Golden  Gate,  New  Orleans  Seminary, 

And  Southwestern  --  he  urged,  "The  Iron's  Hot,  Strike  it,  don't  tarry"! 
For  White  House  Lunch  with  President,  he  got  an  invite, 

'Bout  then  --  a  Revival   beckoned  --  he  chose  that  diet! 
So  on  the  homefront,  at  First  Baptist,  just  look  around, 

And  find  the  most  efficient  staff  in  the  entire  town! 
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The  Church  bought  a  house  at  844  Hempstead  Place, 

In  July  1959  for  the  Preacher's  home-base. 
Soon  Dr.   and  Mrs.   Bates  and  Judy  moved   in  with  pride, 

And  took  on  the  new  chores  with  zealousness  and  in  stride. 
Ten  years  hence  Pastor  got  deed  and  assumed  balance  due. 

Throughout  its  hist'ry  this  kind  of  spirit's  pulled  "First"   through! 

In   '60  Bill   Sutter  came  to  town, 

He  was  Mr.  Musician,   the  best  that  could  be  found! 
With  pen  and  paper  he  wrote  music  right  off  the  bat, 

When  he  laid  down  his   pen,   "LIFE  VICTORIOUS",  he  begat! 
Choirs  with  missionary  work  were  unified  with  care  — 

On  Wednesday  evenings  --  into  a  "Family  Night"  affair. 

Bill  multi -staffed  the  Music  Min'stry  in  a  short  time, 
Maintaining  its  present  status,   plus  a  new  up-climb. 

He  divided  the  Youth  Choir  into  a  Junior  Hi, 

And  a  Senior  Hi   --  soon  they  began  a  friendly  vie! 

So  that's  how  he  made  a  hit  with  the  Church  girls  and  boys, 
Small  wonder  they  sang  His  praises  with  such  gusto  joys! 

He  played  a  mean  PIANO  and  gave  a   horn  a  fit, 

And  sang  the  type  of  music  that  always  made  a  hit! 
When  Dr.   Bates  requested  any  impromptu  song, 

He  ceaselessly  sang   it  right  and  seldom  made  a  wrong! 
In   '65,  Jax  Florida  said,   "Come  down  our  way"! 

But  Miami,  Oklahoma's  where  he  is  today! 

In  nineteen  hundred  sixty,   February  fifteen, 

Joe  Nolan  became  assistant  Pastor  --  and  proved  keen. 

First  Baptist,  also,  was  fortunate  they  made  this  choice, 
For  in  joys  or  sorrows,   he  gave  an  assuring  voice. 

Visiting,  counselling  or  preaching,  was  his  long-suit, 

And  folks  liked  his  charms  as  he  threw  in  a  smile  to  boot! 

Throughout  the  Church  membership  he  soon  made  friends  galore, 

And  there  were  outside  friends,  also  --  the  high,  rich,  low  and  poor! 

Church  members  from  both  Conventions  got  to  know  this  man, 
In  all    he  did  --  he  asked  the  Lord  to  direct  his  hand! 

The  secret  of  Joe's  success  was  brought  about  by  prayer, 

That  wrought  love  and  strength,   his  duties  and  burdens  to  bear! 

One  day  he  felt  he  must  head  a  Church  as  its  Pastor, 

After  much  prayer,   he  bowed  to  the  Lord's  will,   his  Master! 

Soon  he  left  First  Baptist  to  Pastor  "First"  at  Spindale, 

'Cause  with  the  Lord's   help,  and  prayers  of  friends,   he  couldn't  fail! 

Old  friends  were  left  behind  but  there  were  new  ones  to  meet, 
And  "Showers  of  Blessings"  greeted  him  in  the  new  feat! 

Others  of  Dr.   Bates'   Staff  who've  gone  to  new  places, 

Are  Jim  Ivey  and  Jim  Morgan  --  to  seek  new  faces. 
That  Education  Min'ster  was  like  a  computer, 

For  Ivey's  mind  was  quick  like  an  airplane  commuter! 
Morgan  worked  with  young  folks  and  directed  music  well, 

They  liked  this  Minister  of  Youth  and  said  he  excelled. 
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Penta  Burgan  Love  was  next  --  She  married  a  Pro-Golf  man, 
And  this  secretary  had  many  friends  because  she's  grand! 

Jo  Anna  Brooks,  secretary,  was  considered  great, 
With  a  charming  personality  that  was  first  rate! 

Through  the  years  most  Staff  members  have  been  dedicated, 
With  personalities  that  were  illuminated! 

Church  Minister  of  Education  is  Burnette,  Joe, 

Even  when  he's  not  busy,  he  is  raring  to  go! 
As  the  Church  all-around  man  he  has  a  far  out-reach, 

And  in  case  of  emergency  he  will   gladly  preach! 
There's  always  a  host  of  friends  on  each  and  ewery  hand, 

Why,   the  Church  is  lucky  to  have  this  versatile  man! 

December  1918  in  Den i son,  Texas, 

Joe  Burnette  was  born  with  many  solid  reflexes. 
At  Hobart,  Oklahoma  he  earned  his   "High"  degree. 

Then  Carson  Newman's  B.A.   Jefferson  City,  Tennessee. 
On  to  Southwestern  Theo'   Seminary,  Fort  Worth, 

Where  a  "Master's  Religious"  White  Sheep  Skin  came  forth. 

Lafayette  Louisiana's  Baptists  called  him  at  "First", 

As  Minister  of  Education,   he  was  well   versed. 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma's  Immanuel   Baptist,  soon  beckoned. 

Then  at  First  Baptist,  Baton  Rouge,   he  gave  a  reckon. 
Later,  a  call   came  from  First  at  Columbia,   S.   C. 

Call-spell   was  broken  when  Charlotte's  "First"  called  --    '63. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  selected  Joe  in  the  spring 
Of   '66  --  to  come,  and  with  him  his  talents  bring. 

They  needed  him  in  the  Asian  Sunday  School   Crusade 

To  spread  His  Word  in  Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong  --  then  persuade. 

On  this  wide  tour  he  saw  many  of  our  Mission  fields. 

So  if  and  when  a  mission  task  comes  forth  --  Joe  always  yields! 

As  President,  Darlington  Bethea's  Home  for  aging, 

It  brought  forth  hidden  talents  and  placed  them  on  staging! 

To  the  White  House  --  On  aging  --  A  S.   C.   delegate. 

As  N.   C.   Baptist's  Aging  Home  Trustee,   he  did  aggregate! 

He  was  S.   C.'s  member  on  Brotherhood  Commission, 
And  wrote  for  Southern  Baptist  without  repetition. 

Two  Religious  Education  Associations  -- 

Elected  him  President  for  his  consultations  -- 
Namely:   Southeastern  and  South  Carolina  --  to  mention, 

Then,   President  of  S.   C.'s  Training  Union  Convention! 
In  Personalities  of  the  South,  Joe's  name's  listed  -- 

And  Who's  Who  in  the  South  and  Southwest,   he's  assisted! 

He's  Fam'ly  Life  Councils  President  in  our  City. 

In  SBC  enlargement  campaigns  --  he's   proved  witty! 
The  SBC's  Religious  Education  Head  --  He  likes, 

And  he's  its  association  Home-run  King  with  no  strikes. 
From  Phenix  City,  Alabama  comes  his  wife  Ann, 

And  they  have  one  lovely  daughter  whose  name  is  Joann! 
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Marie  Roberts  is  his  able-minded  assistant, 

Who  listens  closely  and  is  never  too  insistent! 
In  Church  affairs  she's  taken  part  for  many  a  year, 

When  she  concludes,  in  a  Staff  matter,  there's  not  a  fear. 
For  Church  loyal  devotion  she  went  to  the  Holy  Land, 

Financed  by  the  Church,  honoring  this  Christian  woman! 

Talking  with  Marie  Roberts  about  her  holy  land  trip, 

"To  my  Church  for  this  gift,  thank  you!"  was  her  happy  quip. 

She  left  Charlotte  at  eleven,  December  26, 

And  New  York,  midst  anxieties  and  snow  clouds  at  6:00. 

Once  air-borne,  a  hot  dinner  was  served,  hitting  the  spot. 

At  8:00  intercom  warned,  "Night's  short  --  Sleep  or  be  a  sad  lot." 

At  twelve,  midnight  --  "States  time",  lights  flashed  on  with  a  presto. 
Attendants  picked  up,  and  a  cute  stewardess  said,  "Hello!" 

She  passed  out  steaming  hot  cloths  saying  "Wipe  off  that  brow, 
It's  Daylight,  and  your  hot  breakfast  is  ready,  right  now!" 

In  seven  hours  plus  they  had  reached  Frankfurt's  runway, 

Flying  o'er  time  zones  into  daylight  left  them  time  for  play. 

To  have  a  look  at  Frankfurt,  they  climbed  aboard  a  bus, 
For  all  thought  sights  in  the  German  City  were  a  must! 

However,  gloom  hung  o'er  the  town  because  of  its  snow, 

But  the  lady  guide  kept  saying,  "It's  a  fine  day,  though!" 

By  one  o'clock  they  were  gracefully  enplaned  once  more, 

And  less  than  four  hours  they  hit  LOD  Airport  with  a  roar. 

From  the  Airport,  Palestine  was  fifteen  miles  or  so. 

As  night  came  before  landing  all  its  lights  were  aglow. 
Excitement  ran  high  like  men  on  their  first  Service  leave  -- 

When  they  boarded  a  bus  for  Israel  --  Tel  Aviv. 
Climbing  got  tough  and  the  motor  strained  and  cried  out, 

Just  like  a  world's  champion  boxer  in  his  last  bout. 

But  compared  to  the  plane's  speed  the  bus  was  a  "snail's  pace", 
Which  took  one  and  one-half  hours  to  run  its  tortoise  race. 

Then  Jerusalem!  On  --  Around  --  and  at  the  foothills, 

Where  the  record  of  the  Lord's  Work  cures  mankind's  ills! 

Silence!  Then  Christmas  Carols  —  A  great  moment  for  all  — 
For  many  went  to  seek  a  way  to  answer  His  call! 

December  28,  '69  was  their  first  day, 

And  'rising  early'  was  a  price  each  one  had  to  pay. 

A  7:00  A.M.  Garden  Tomb  Service  was  their  first, 

Then  for  desires  of  knowledge,  all  minds  became  athirst. 

In  the  Garden  paths,  high  and  low,  led  through  the  trees, 
And  flow'r  beds  waved  lazily  in  the  morning  breeze. 

Facing  them  soon  was  an  opening  in  the  rock  hillside  -- 

This  Tomb  was  "hallowed  ground",  and  none,  their  tears  could  hide! 

Later  on  they  came  back  to  explore  and  for  film  shots, 
And  from  its  edge  saw  Gordon's  Calvary's  ugly  spots! 

The  place  of  the  Skull's  the  right  name  for  this  scarred  hill. 
It's  so  sad  --  Many  who  live  in  this  Lord's  land,  say  He's  nil. 
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Visiting  the  Gethsemane  Garden  was  great,   too, 

Seeing  olive  trees,  like  in  Jesus'  day,  so  true. 
Since  olive  trees  live  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  years, 

Perhaps,  He  walked   (and  will  walk)  among  these,  too,  as  His  "Coming"  nears 
From  this  point  Jerusalem  was  seen  from  across  the  way, 

And  the  Mount  of  Olives,  also,  as  its  trees  did  sway. 

The  Dead  Sea  was  an  interesting  place  to  all. 

Thirteen  hundred  feet  below  sea  level    is  its  fall. 
It  was  calm  and  beautiful   on  the  day  they  were  there, 

And  the  great  Dead  Sea  Scroll   caves  the  informed  guide  did     bare. 
Going  to  a  museum  in  Jerusalem  just  to  look, 

The  group  saw  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls   in  "The  House  of  the  Book". 

Standing  at  an  excavation  of  Old  Jericho, 

Marie  was  thrilled  just  like  an  old  Bible  scholar  pro. 
This   is  where  Joshua  and  his  men  followed  God's  plan, 

And  the  walls  came  down  as  Joshua  did  God's  command. 
They  saw  the  Mount  of  Temptation  as  they  looked  about, 

On  its  top,  the  guide  said,  one  could  see  for  miles,   no  doubt! 

This  is  where  the  Lord  used  Scripture  and  ousted  the  Devil, 
When  Christians  do  this  they  stay  beyond  Satan's  level. 

Near  Bethlehem,   "Field  of  the  Shepherds,"  made  Marie  gay, 
So  its  hills  and  caves  made  her  imagination  play. 

The  caves,   perhaps,  were  places  of  refuge  during  their  sleep  -- 
From  predators,  or  enemies,  for  the  shepherds'   sheep. 

Standing  there  she  was  overcome  by  an  emotion, 

And  thought  of  the  following  Hymn  as  her  devotion. 
"While  shepherds  watched  their  flock  by  night 

All    seated  on  the  ground, 
The  angel   of  the  Lord  came  down 

And  glory  shone  around." 

A  glimpse  of  the  Jordan  River  and  your  worries  flee, 

And  a  boat  ride  is  speechless  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 
But  these  great  moments  fade  when  realities  creep  in, 

As  Bible  background  incidents  in  these  places  blend. 
Right  then  --  on  Southern  tip  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee, 

Bombs  were  being  dropped  and  the  explosions  they  could  see! 

There's  many  attractions   in  Jerusalem  City, 

But  churches  are  built  o'er  most  of  them  --  What  a  pity! 

And  there  is  gaudily  and  decorated  altars, 

Which  leaves  one  cold  and  his  whole  being  falters. 

The  "Wailing  Wall"  near  Temple  site  is  a  sacred  place, 

And  the  Jews  worship  here,  but  seek  not  His  faith  by  grace! 

In  Jerusalem  --  Bookstore's  in  a  good  location, 

With  Baptist  literature  that  helps  in  education. 
It's  in  good  walking  distance  of  many  fine  hotels, 

And  Marie  did  her  shopping  there  for  a  cause  that  jells. 
Southern  Baptist  work  goes  on  even  in  Palestine, 

Time  held  contacts  low,  but  her  insight  was  superfine! 
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At  Petah  Tikva,   there's  also  a  Baptist  Center, 

Many  meet  the  Lord  here  and  become  a  repenter. 
One  time  this  was  the  George  W.   Truette's  Childrens'    home. 

Now,   it's  a  trade  school   for  high  school    boys  who  love  to  roam, 
The  Truette  home  relocated,  and  the  trade  school's  great, 

With  35  Arab  boys  and  Jewish  teachers  to  update! 

Jesus  grew  up  in  Nazareth,  only  a  common  place, 

Baptists   have  been  there  a   long  time  for  this   is  home  base. 

Marie's  group  visited  our  Church  there  and  met  its  Pastor, 
A  deacon,  and  Florida  friend,   eager  His  Word  to  master. 

Tour  guide,   Dr.   Poston  urged  they'd  pass  around  the  plate, 
As  a  gift  to  its  Missions   to  help  them  operate. 

Marie  was   impressed  by  the  Country  of  Palestine, 

Its  contrasts  --  the  old  and  the  new  which  are  brought  to  mind. 
For  years,   East  to  Dead  Sea's   been  under  Arab  control, 

Old  dress  and  methods  of  living  portray  Arab  mold. 
Moving  Westward  and  Northward,   the  new  takes  o'er  the  day, 

Good  roads,   trees  planted  --   the  hand  of  erosion  to  stay. 

Terraced  fields,   irrigated  deserts  and  swamp  drainage  grows, 
While  swamp  and  desert  bread  baskets  blossom  like  the  rose! 

The  "Jaffa  oranges"  are  marketed   in  Europe,   too, 

And  dates,  almonds,  and  bananas  grow  in  abundance,   true. 

In  most  of  the  land   it  produces  a   two  crop  annual   yield, 
That  takes  lots  of  skill   and  work  in  the  average  field. 

The  Israeli   Government  welcomes  Jews  all   o'er  the  earth, 
Who  are  called   immigrants  and  bring  fortitude  and  girth. 

Some  choose  a   Kibutz,  a  sort  of  communal   farm  life  -- 
As  a   team  for  profit,   protection  --  and  without  strife. 

Children  are  cared  for,  all   work,   and  use  the  same  dining  hall, 
This   type  life  was  designed  years  ago  to  protect  all. 

The   Immigrant  fam'ly,   too,  may  choose  a   plot  of  land, 
Assigned  by  the  Government  as  a  big  helping  hand. 

This  land   is   not  purchased  nor  can  it  ever  be  sold. 

None  can  be  hired  --   It's  a  fam'ly  affair  --  like  of  old. 

Marie's  group  saw  both   type  communities   looking  good, 

With  beautiful   fields  and  orchards  yielding  all    they  could! 

She  says   the  Holy  Land  trip's  a  marvelous  gift, 

And  each  time  she  thinks  about  it  there  is  a   new  lift! 

Put  Palestine,   the  Jews,  and  the  Arabs  on  your  prayer  lists, 
And  the  Southern  Baptist  missionaries,   too,   she  insists! 

Pray  and  give  so  the  gospel   will    go  back  where  it   began, 
Then  never  forget  the  National   Christians   in  that  land! 

Mary  Glover,   Youth  Director,   is  a  charming  one, 

Concerning  Friendship  awards,   there  is  many  she's  won! 

Words  can't  express  certain  influences   she's  had  on  youth, 
With  a  Christian  atmosphere  that's   never  uncouth! 

There's   quite  an  appeal    in  her  favorite  devotions, 

That  awakes  one's  thoughts  and  stirs  up  positive  emotions! 
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Youth  Night  Service  May  16,   1971, 

Excited  emotion,  as  admiration  was  won. 
Don  Hughston  presided  and  proved  to  be  quite  a  pro, 

And  his  capable  song  leader  was  Mr.   Ken  Poe. 
At  the  Piano  was  Pam  McMahon  skilled  in  art, 

Who  with  magnificent  appeal   quickly  won  each  heart! 

The  program  was  built  around  I  Corinthians  13 

Which  portrayed  life  without  God's  love  holds  no  go-between. 

True  youthful   voices  with  sincere  and  genuine  blend, 

Sang  about  how  great  life  is  when  He's  a  chosen  friend. 

All   singing  had  resonance  clear  as  crystal   blue, 

And  to  the  Congregation  --  its  messages  got  through. 

Testimonies   by  Bob  Stetler  and  Patsy  Vehorn, 

Told  how  Christ  changed  their  lives  by  removing  all   forlorn. 
Dave  Abernathy  and  Jan  Hogan  revealed  the  love 

Of  God,  which  takes  born-again  sinners  to  heav'n  above. 
Patti   Estes  and  Mike  Rickenbaker  made  it  plain, 

How  Christ's  love  works  in  their  lives,   since  they've  been  born  again. 

Bob  Cockerham  and  Mike  Poe  were  two  of  the  ushers, 

Who  were  consistent  just  like  two  "Old  Faithful"  gushers. 

Others  were  Andy  Harris  and  Jack  Smith  all   aglow, 

That  had  worked  out  a  system  if  there  were  an  o' erf low. 

For  an  emergency,   Neil    Eubank  kept  a  sharp  eye, 

Fortunately,   however,   there  was  just  a  muffled  sigh. 

Offering  receivers  were  Lin  Mickey  and  Dave  Brown, 

With  Jeff  Jarvis  and  Raymond  George  passed  that  "Plate"  around! 

Warren  Jarvis  popped  the  whip  and  got  them  on  the  move. 
Quick  as  a  flash  Terry  Pittman  got  things   in  the  groove! 

With  ease,  Randy  Metcalf  acted  like  a  veteran. 
And  David  Abernathy  worked  like  a  letterman! 

Each  greeter  had  an  air  of  warmth  that  was  sincere  and  real, 
And  gave  a  welcome  which  had  "You  feel   at  home"  appeal. 

Martha  Eubank,  smiling,  gave  an  old-fashioned  hand  shake, 

While  Chris  Pittman  was  nat'ral   like  winter's  first  snowflake. 

Phil   Hughston,   Sue  Mickey,  and  Kay  Martin  gave  you  a   lift, 
And  all   Greeters  displayed  they  were  grateful   for  His  gift! 

The  program  was  planned  by  Youth  Leader,  Mary  Glover, 

Who  works  above  board  and  ne'er  uses  undercover. 
God's  love  in  action  was  detected  --  throughout  --  as  planned. 

Now,   this  Youth  Leader,   by  the  Church,  deserves  a  BIG  HAND. 
After  Dr.   Bates  preached,  she  put  "Icing  on  the  Cake," 

And  had  the  Youth  to  meet  those  present  with  a  handshake! 

Fellowship  Committee  --  Chairman  --  Patty  Cohn 

And   Kay  Martin,  made  it  a   point  to  see  all    had  fun. 
In  a  gracious  and  charming  manner,  Mrs.   John  Key, 

Saw  that  all   vis 'tors  were  introduced  like  they  should  be. 
With  unparalled  courtesy,  Gloria  Tinney, 

Made  sure,   beyond  a  doubt,  all    there  had  eats  a-plenty! 
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The  Elementary  Director  is  on  the  Ball! 

And  knows  exactly  how  to  teach  the  young  and  the  small. 
In  her  Departments,  Mrs.  C.   S.   Boger,  employs  -- 

The  fact,  Christ  should  be  first  --   in  the  lives  of  girls  and  boys! 
Friends  and  acquaintances  say  her  manner  is  quite  swell, 

And  that's  why  her  Christian  atmosphere  with  little  folks  dwell! 

The  Church  financial   Secretary  is  Mrs.   Jack  Drye, 

Assisted  by  Mrs.   Fred  Oetzman,  a  great  team  who'll    try! 

When  tithe  and  pledge  cards  are  behind  or  a  wee-bit  late, 
Through  a  self-styled  magic-art  they  get  them  up  to  date! 

All   financial   obligations  are  met  to  a  "T", 

So  from  all   angles  there's  genuine  efficiency! 

Joyce  Brooks  became  Educational   Secretary, 

And  soon  was  Mrs.  Melvin  Litaker,  for  gals  will  marry! 

When  Joe  or  Marie  wished  to  dictate  she  did  it  quick, 
And  when  Dr.   Bates  beckoned  she  never  missed  a  trick! 

The  gracious  Church  Receptionist  is  Mrs.   Zella  Oates, 
Who's  well   versed  in  psychology  and  etiquette  quotes. 

At  her  desk,   in  person,  or  on  the  ole  telephone, 

Her  disposition  rings  true  with  a  musical    tone! 
The  Musical   Secretary  is  Nancy  Kistler, 

And  to  all   Choir  members   she  acts  like  a  big  sister. 
This  gal's  a  teacher,  Bible  Scholar,  and  then  can  sing, 

Pianist,  typist,  and  can  do  about  anything! 

Mrs.   Harriet  Orr  Lennon,  Missionary  to  Thailand, 

Unselfishly  proclaims  His  Word  in  a  foreign  land. 
Through  sincere  sacrifice  she  bowed  fully  to  His  will, 

And,   no  doubt,   today,  she  possesses  life's  greatest  thrill! 
She  is  doing  the  work,  which  most  people  wouldn't  even  dare, 

Helping  the  Lord,   in  a  foreign  land,  His  cross  to  bear! 

When  Robert  Rodwell    is  at  the  organ  it  is  big  news, 

Because  of  his  playing  people  fill   up  the  Church  pews! 

He's  an  organ-perfectionist  with  tones  that  will   dwell, 
And  his  manual    productions  are  as  clear  as  a  bell. 

Those  majestic  melodies  just  thrill  you  through  and  through, 
With  freshness  like  a  daisy  and  sunlight  in  the  dew! 

Warrenton,  N.   C,  a  town  near  the  Virginia  line, 

Is  a  cultured  city  that  draws  tourists  of  all    kind. 

Its  youngsters'   Academy  has  many  functionaries, 
In  addition  to  its  two  female  seminaries. 

As  a  lad,  Robert  Rodwell   took  music  in  this  town, 

Now,  that  is  the  beginning  of  his  well-known  renown! 

At  Meredith  College,  when  fifteen,   he  went  for  study, 
And  Music  Dean,  Wade  R.   Brown,  was  his  major  buddy. 

His  family  sent  him  to  Wake  Forest  the  next  year, 
Where  music  talents  began  to  unfold  true  and  clear. 

By  now  he  played  the  organ  and  piano  quite  well, 
And  became  the  Organist  in  the  old  Waite  Chapel. 
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In   '14  he  returned  to  Warrenton  and  taught  a  class 

At  Graham  School,  for  piano,  he  said,  recalling  past. 

The  Alumni   Piano  Scholarship  in   '16, 

Was  awarded  by  Peabody  Conservatory's  Dean. 

He  studied  piano  and  theory  the  same  year 

In  Baltimore,  Maryland,   to  enhance  his  career. 

In  World  War  I,   he  was  stationed  at  Camp  Jackson,  S.   C, 
When  discharged  in   '19,  he  went  on  a  musical   spree. 

Soon  his  playing  became  a  scene  of  variations  -- 

In  Churches,  boats  and  hotels,  and  places  of  vacations. 

But  he  found  time,  at  Juillard  Music  School,   to  enroll, 
No  doubt,   knowing  as  much  as  they,   he  used  self-control! 

He  became  Village  Chapel's  Organist,    '38  Pinehurst, 

Then  Charlotte  Baptists  called  him,   in   '45,  at  "First". 

All  music  Ministers  he's  worked  with  have  musical   might  -- 
Miss  Gertrude  Gower,  Alwynn  Howell,  and  Charles  White, 

Verl   Capps,  Bill   Sutter  and  Bill   Jarvis  --  great  musicians,   too! 
And  all   are  profound  Christians  and  strive  His  will   to  do! 

C.   C.  Martin  is  the  Church's  Administrator, 

And  banishes  its  ills  like  an  incinerator. 
He  keeps  tab  on  the  Church  property  and  its  estate, 

While  ne'er  permitting  mother  nature  to  take  her  fate. 
Mrs.   Elizabeth  Brookshire  is  the  Church  hostess,  fair, 

And  for  cooking  up  the  right  food  --  she  has  a  certain  flair! 

The  all    'round  maintainance  man  is  W.   R.   Gaddy, 
Who  knows  his  job  like  a  professional   Golf-caddy. 

He's  a  mechanic,  carpenter,  and  does,  also,   preach, 
Painter,  electrician,  and  salvation,   he  can  teach. 

Clyde's  his  everyday  helper  and  Cleve's  his  handyman, 

Well,   it's  no  small   wonder  the  Church  stays  so  spick  and  span! 

Bill   Jarvis  joined  First  Baptist  Staff,  Nineteen  sixty-five, 
And  since  that  time  the  musical   program's  been  alive! 

With  sleeves  rolled  up,  he  waded,  right  into  its  middle, 
Then  with  charm  and  hard  work  he  played  no  second  fiddle. 

A  whole  set  of  English  Whitechapel   handbells  was  bought, 

So  at  once,  four  handbell   Choirs  were  instructed  and  taught! 

There's  sixteen  organized  Choirs  starting  with  three-year  olds, 
And  when  each  age  group  sings,  the  Spirit  of  God  unfolds! 

At  the  Brooklyn  Center,  Graded  Choir  directors  help, 
With  this  type  of  variety,  the  Choirs  became  adept. 

All   Church  Choirs  were  featured  in  the  first  recording  made, 
And  the  Adult  Choir's   "CHRISTMAS  DAY",   is  number  one  grade! 

The  latest  Choir  organized  was  the  "Adult  Singers", 

Which  sings  for  early  services  with  great  tones  that  linger! 

It  supports  the  Adult  Choir  two  Sunday  nights  per  month, 
At  this  rate,  soon,   it'll   carry  any  musical   brunt! 

To  the  Sanctuary  is  added  a  harpsichord, 

Giving  strings  effect,  as  Choirs  sing  praises  to  the  Lord! 
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Adult  Choir  did  Dubois'    "SEVEN  LAST  WORDS"  on  T.V., 

Manifesting  our  Lord's  death  that  made  salvation  free. 

With  orchestra,  a  Masterpiece  is  sung  each  summer, 

By  the  two  Adult  Choirs  to  greet  the  Town's  new-comer! 

Ridgecrest  Music  week,  Adults  previewed,   "PROCLAIM  THE  WORD"! 
And  its  alert  sight  reading  and  tone  was  the  best  heard! 

An  Adult  Choir  group  went  to  England   in   '69, 

With  other  singers  --  His  Word  --   in  song,   to  define. 

This  unique  witnessing  manner  was  Jarvis's  dream, 

And  his  chosen  singers  were  from  both  "Carol inas"'   Cream! 

No  doubt,   this  witnessing   in  England  was   the  Lord's  will, 

As   it  was   through  His   leading  this  great  task  was  fulfilled! 

Adult  Choirs  sing  Carols  on  Church  steps,  at  Christmas   time, 
And  at  Airport  and  Half-way  House  --  with  effects  sublime! 

The  Youth  Choir  presented   "PURPOSE",  with  a  zeal   --  at  home, 
Then  at  Marion  --  with  fascination  like  a  poem! 

Adult  Choir  has  sung  for  the  "N.   C."  Convention,   too, 
They  always   sing  and  act  like  a   professional   crew! 

When  the  Adult  Choir  presented  "CHRISTMAS  AROUND  THE  WORLD" 
Work  and  patience  triumphed,   indeed,   keeping  minds  unfurled. 

This   presentation,  at  Christmas   time   '67, 

Portrayed  Christ's   love  and  brought  us  closer  to  His  heaven! 

At  a  glance,   here's  an  insight  of  Music  Ministry's  facts, 
Accomplished  by  hard  work  and  little  time  to  relax! 

Youth  Church  Choir  left,   June    '70,  for  Lewiston,  Maine, 

With  a  song   in  its  heart  and  a   "Search  for  Truth",   to  gain. 

Preparation  and  prayer  were  foremost,   prior  to  trip, 
And  each  had  witnessing  Bible  verses  for  their  script. 

Doris  Jarvis  dreamed  up  the  idea  of  trip  task, 

Quickly  the  Church  gave  approval   after  it  was  asked. 

The  Choir  group  included  Gloria  Tinney,   Joan  Hope, 

Shirley  Rayner,  Mike  Poe,   and  Kaye  Martin  --   set  to  grope, 

Debbie  Alexander,   Karen  Bush,  and  Barbara  Storck, 

Carol   Mil  1 i ken,  Warren  Jarvis   --  with  wisdom  to  uncork. 

David  Hance,  Clair  Jo  Pickard,   Raymond  George,  and  Marilyn  Rice; 
And  Debbie  Waters   --  willing  to  work  and  sacrifice! 

Cindy  Rayner,   Julie  Jarvis,  and  Mary  Beth  Hance, 

With  Ann  Justice  did  their  part  to  inspire  and  enhance. 

Jeffrey  Jarvis,   Ronald  Hilburn  and  Miss  Jane  Chesson, 

Rick  Metcalf  and  Rick  Poe  --  to  give  --  witnessing  lesson. 

These  young  folks  sang,   had  fun,   taught  and  witnessed  for  Him, 
And  sought  the  lost  with  vitality,   vigor  and  vim! 

Adults  were  --  Dixie  Martin,  Donna  Combs,  Rachael    Bond 
And  Doris   --all    like  a  Mom  at  Junior's  first  home-run! 

Max  Hamilton,  Jr.,   and  Carl    Hilburn  got  on  the  ball, 

Then  not  one  time  was  Tommy  Matthews  late  at  "Lunch  Call!" 

Like  a  lull    before  a  storm,   Bill   Jarvis  just  sat  tight, 
And  prayed  for  more  wisdom  and  a  new  Christian  insight! 
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They  reached  Baltimore,  Maryland  Wednesday  night,  for  first  show  — 
At  Lock-Raven  Baptist,  where  crowds  swelled  to  overflow. 

To  their  chagrin  at  rehearsal   main  handbell  was  short, 
So  psy-cho-log-i-cal-ly  this  got  them  out  of  sort. 

Back  home,  Nancy  was  contacted  to  get  bell   there  quick! 
It  reached  them  at  Lewiston  and  things  started  to  tick! 

At  Boston,  Massachusetts  the  Poe  boys  boarded  bus, 

Then  Choir  was  all    set  to  sweep  Satan's  cobwebs  and  dust. 

They  reached  Sunset  Motel    in  a  good  mood  and  manner, 
And  saluted  the  Flag  and  carried  the  Bible  as  Banner. 

Group's  sleep  came  easy,  even  though  excitement  ran  high, 
Nevertheless,   there  was  an  occasional    laugh  and  sigh! 

Early  next  morn'    they  rushed  to  the  Mayor's  Office  place, 
And  found  a  gesture  of  welcome  on  his  and  staff's  face. 

Mayor,  John  Beleview  gave  a  New  England  greeting, 

Soon  Choir's  singing  had  warmth  like  a  homecoming  meeting. 

Soon  Charlotte  Mayor  Belk's  key  was  presented  by  Bill, 
Quickly  Lewiston's  Mayor  gave  welcome  of  good  will! 

They  left  Mayor's  Office  by  a  Lewiston  Fairway, 

And  arrived  at  Reid's  State  Park  Beach  for  a  real   heyday. 

Thirty  degree  water  --  weather  seventy  and  fair, 

Donna  and  Rachael ,   thrown  in,  which  messed  up  wigs  and  hair! 

Rev.   Gordon  Thomas  took  them  to  Cook's  Lobsters  Pond, 

All   ate  Lobsters  for  supper  by  the  dozens  --  just  for  fun. 

Preacher  Gordon  Thomas,   the  Home-Board  Missionary, 

Had  a  trailer-Chapel   just  extra-ordinary. 
Inside  the  Complex-Center,  Chapel   was  placed  just  right, 

Convenient  for  worship  or  meditations  --  Quiet! 
"The  Living  Word  of  God,"  v/as  the  daily  Chapel    theme, 

And  called  a  Cross  in  the  Market  Place  --  Quite  a  true  dream! 

Tall    Pines  Complex  and  race  tracks  were  sites  for  work  and  play, 
And  Saturday  --  the  Bible  School's  preparation  day. 

Pastor  Thomas  planned  two  Schools  for  the  morning  hours, 

With  one  in  ev'ning  that'd  light  up  Tall   Pines  --   like  towers! 

Sunday  Morning  the  Choir  had  breakfast  and  devotion, 
Which  is  a  requisite  for  successful    promotion. 

Each  devotion  was  planned  by  Doris  just  before  trip, 

And  the  young  folks  did  them  in  their  own  words  with  a  zip! 

During  Sunday  morning  Service  the  Youth  Choir  sang, 

But  attendance  was  small   and  it  lacked  a  certain  bang. 

This  proved  that  Saturday's  visitation  was  a  hoax. 

Then  all    prayed  for  a  way  to  reach  these  New  England  folks. 

Finally  Bill   came  through  with  a  complete  new  angle  -- 

Catch  dwellers  off-guard  and  they'll   have  no  chance  to  wrangle. 

After  lunch  as  Choir  sang  at  the  Complex  of  Tall   Pines, 

And  dwellers  came  out  --  Choir-pairs  met  them  with  love  that  binds 

Those  spontaneous   invitations  brought  the  people  out 

To  the  Green  Barn,   that  evening,  where  Satan  got  a  rout! 
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The  ball   began  to  roll   as  the  youngsters  caught  on  fire, 
Tall-Piners  caught  the  Spirit  and  began  to  inquire! 

Bibles  were  opened  and  Scriptures  quoted  and  read, 
And  many  were  blessed  and  got  Spiritually  fed! 

The  Choir  opened  their  hearts  as  dwellers  opened  their  doors, 
Which  proves  the  heart  must  be  right  in  all   witnessing  chores! 

The  green  barn  was  a  supply  house  that  the  builders  used, 

And  from  that  night  on  all  meetings  were  held  there  and  fused. 

Saturday,  a  Church  member  served  supper  to  the  bunch, 

And  Sunday  Afternoon  Church  members  gave  them  their  lunch. 

Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  they  had  their  reg'lar  schools, 
At  the  green  barn  and  race  track  which  followed  all    the  rules. 

The  Choir  sang  every  night  throughout  the  whole  Tall   Pines  place, 
And  held  all   revival   services  at  the  Green  Barn  base. 

Recreation  at  Motel   was  swimming  and  steam  baths, 

Which  revived  and  inspired  Choir  to  follow  in  His  paths. 

The  Bus  for  the  group  was  furnished  by  Home  Mission  Board, 
And  Mary  Beth  Hance  was   its  driver,  whom  all   adored! 

Final   Service,  Wednesday  night,  young  folks  were  pried  away, 
From  Choir  group  generating  love  and,  also,  dismay. 

Phone  service,   to  the  Motel   had  to  be  cut  that  night, 
As  rest  was  a  must  for  the  next  day's  Washington  sight. 

So  the  young  missionaries  thanked  the  Lord  for  this  feat, 

And  prayed  they'd  see  these  friends,  again,   in  the  heav'nly  meet! 

Thursday  they  traveled  to  Washington  and  spent  the  night, 

And  discussed  America's  heritage  and  its  might! 
Friday  group  toured  Capital   with  a  personal   guide, 

Meeting  many  House  and  Senate  leaders  on  each  side. 
Choir  had  lunch  at  the  famous  Congressional   Cafe, 

Left  at  6:00  p.m.   --  got  home,   5:00  --    'bout  break  of  day! 

NEW  YORK  SCHENECTADY  MISSION  TRIP 
The  First  Baptist  New  York,  Schenectady  Mission  trip, 

Right  off-bat  developed  a  Christian-relationship. 
Date  --  June  24  through  July  2,    '71   -- 

Prior  to  making  the  trip  nothing  was  left  undone. 
New  York's  Head  of  Education  Division,  John  Tubbs, 

Discussed  trip  fully  with  Joe  Burnette  without  hubbubs. 

Cited  were  Schenectady's  Trinity's  Baptist  needs, 

Brought  forth  by  Pastor,  John  T.   Davis,  with  sincere  pleads. 

Without  hesitation  Joe  took  the  ball   and  ran  fast, 

And  with  God's   help  plans  moved  quickly  and  held  steadfast. 

Pastor  Davis  set  in  motion  work  in  East  Greenbush, 
With  Schenectady's  tri-City  section  --  using  push! 

Auditioned  and  questioned  were  twenty-five  Junior  Highs, 
With  ten  qualified  adults  --  His  Word  --  could  summarize. 

Three  weekly  rehearsals  were  held  six  weeks   in  a  row. 
Music  by  heart  --  sung  with  guitars,  drums  and  piano. 

Boys  wore  blue  pants,  red  shirts  and  white  ties  for  the  crusade, 
While  girls  had  plain  white  dresses  trimmed  in  red  and  blue  braid 
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Greyhound  contracted  bus  use  at  fourteen  hundred  bucks, 
Handled  by  "First"  Budget  Mission  without  undue  plucks. 

Each  member  was  asked  to  bring  money  for  eighteen  meals  — 

Plus  forty  bucks  —  to  spend  --  while  host  worked  out  rooming  deals. 

Group  sent  1200  posters  portraying  program  mood, 

And  left  500  "Good  News"  for  hosts'   spiritual   food! 

At  Georgia  Avenue  Baptist,  Silver  Springs,  Maryland, 
Group  testimonies  were  humble  like  "Luke's"  Publican. 

The  June  24  program  and  singing  did  excel, 

And  Church  joined  testimonies  as  Spirit  did  compel! 

Two  adults  rededicated  their  lives  at  its  close. 

And  Pastor  Campbell's  Church  had  planned  for  Choir's  nightly  doze. 

Reached  Schenectady's  Trinity  Baptist  --  their  home  base, 

June  25  and  met  witnessing  task,  face  to  face. 
In  newly  acquired  church  with  testimony  and  song, 

One  half-dozen  true  rededications  quickly  sprung! 
Toured  Schenectady's  Albany  area  the  next  day, 

Sang  in  park,  Cap'tol    steps  and  night  service  —   'long  the  way! 

Sunday  a  revival    spirit  was   in  the  making, 

And  all   --   in  song  and  testimony  were  partaking. 
Denominations  of  whole  area  were  present  -- 

Greek  Orthodox,   Catholics  and  others  --  came  to  repent. 
One  of  group  invited  a  Presbyterian  dentist, 

Who  came  to  each  service  as  a  sensationalist! 

Half  started  VBS  Monday,   East  Greenbush  part, 

Rest  visited  Greenbush  sections  with  witnessing  art. 

Choir  auditioned,  afternoon,  for  Channel   6  TV 
Sang  at  Colonie  Shopping  Center,   night,  Albany. 

Zales  Jew'lry  owner  said  attendance  was  really  great 

There  were  songs  and  testimonies  --  for  tracts  —  all   did  wait! 

Tuesday  morning  VBS  with  visits  followed  up, 

Night  --  sang  at  Knolls  Country  Club  while  Choir  was  still    keyed  up. 
The  contacts  were  made  to  promote  His  work  in  the  home, 

And  leave  a  Christ-like  Spirit  that  would  honeycomb. 
On  Wednesday  morning  the  VBS  was  completed, 

In  winding  it  up  children  with  "Good  News"  were  treated. 

In  afternoon,   numbers  were  recorded  for  TV, 

For  Allen  Show  promoting  Baptists  at  Trinity. 
The  Dave  Allen  Show  is  a  local   outstanding  show, 

And  has  a  million  viewers   in  all    its  ratio. 
VBS  Commencement  ended  with  a  concert, 

Then  J.   T.   Davis  told  how  Baptist  work  there  could  spurt! 

Went  to  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  Thursday,  July  first, 

And  all    through  Colonial   Virginia  they  traversed. 
Choir  left  Colonial   Virginia  and  Williamsburg, 

Then  arrived,  July  second  in  Charlotte-Mecklenburg. 
July  4,  at  evening  Service  as  they  gave  report, 

Church  became  proud  they'd  given  approval   and  support. 
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As  Program  got  underway  and  experiences  told, 

An  old-time  Christian  Revival   began  to  unfold. 
Testimonies  and  rededications  set  the  pace, 

And  a  young  Choir  member  told  how  he'd  been  saved  by  grace. 
The  Agape  witnessing  way  has  proven  its  worth, 

And  more  Church  youth  desire  to  tell  of  Christ's  virgin  birth! 

In   '59  Church  Extension  work  got  on  the  ball, 

When  Joyner  Nursing  Home  Sunday  School   began  to  enthral. 

Twelve  Sunday  School   Missions  were  organized  in  nine  years, 
And  their  Bible  teaching  have  wrought  many  joys  and  tears. 

Mrs.  Agnew,   Extension's  head,   is  still   a  hard  worker, 
Who'll   never  be  classed  in  the  category  of  shirker. 

In   '61  a  Rural   Mail -man  heard  a  news  flash, 

Two  prisoners  escaped  by  making  a  quick  dash. 
The  run-away  took  place  on  his  Rural   Mail   Route, 

And  in  his  mind  the  incident  could  not  be  shut  out. 
Flooded  was  his  thoughts  concerning  their  home  up-bringing, 

Were  their  kind  saved  or  lost  in  his  ears  kept  ringing; 

Sleepless  nights  followed  and  a  telephone  call   was  made. 

So  that's   how  Huntersville  Mission  was  laid. 
The  Captain  said  they'd  organized  a  Sunday  School   Class, 

And  both  teachers  had  run,  recently,  on  Route  I,  fast! 
So  First  Church  Huntersville  Mission  Prison  Camp  was  born, 

Then  there  was  a  "First  Baptist  Teacher",  on  Sunday  morn'. 

Carroll   Purcell    helped  two  Prison  Missions  get  a  start  -- 

At  Dallas  and  Monroe  with  Brotherhood  taking  part. 
Later,  Huntersvil le's  Work-Release  men  moved  to  Camp  Green, 

And  "First's  Mission"  swapped  places,  with  Garr's  for  the  new  scene, 
Superintendents  and  teachers  were  Carroll   Purcell, 

Herman  Nance,  and  Ray  D.   Cohn  that  were  sincere  and  swell. 

Winsome  Bill   Coffey,  Max  Hamilton  and  Boyd  Adcock, 

Who  taught  inmates  His  Word  and  led  them  to  His  flock! 

Later,   the  Church  Wednesday  Night  Sunday  School   Class  won  fame, 
For  teachers  and  Surtiay  workers  got   'head  of  the  game! 

To  teach  Missions  at  number  1   and  2  Green  Acres  -- 

Wesleyan  and  Aery's  Nursing  Home  --  Church  sent  Christian-makers. 

Hunt's  Rest  Home,  Dwiggins  Rest  Home  and  Jackson  Training  School, 
The  inmates  are  taught  the  Bible  and  the  Golden-Rule. 

The  dedicated  teachers  for  those  Mission  classes, 

Are  First  Church  members  from  its  run-of-the-f ield  masses. 

Mrs.   R.   E.  Agnew  and  Sylvia  Coffey  --  All   are  tops, 

Then  with  Ansel   Brown  and  Paul   Hager  nothing  e'er  flops! 

There's  the  H.   H.   Kellogs,   Fred  Crowson,  and  T.   K.   Bush, 
Backed  by  M.  G.   Perry  and  Joe  Thames,  who'll   always  push! 

Mrs.   J.  C.   Berryhill,  Herman  Nance,  and  Lawrence  Glenn, 
Along  with  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Claude  DeMars  makes  things  blend. 

Mary  Mickey,  Mrs.   J.   C.   Taylor  and  Luby  Fields  -- 

Dave  Smith  and  Edd  Seay  use  a  teaching  trait  that  appeals. 
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Astor  Workman  and  Bill  Coffey  stress  how  Christians  live, 
And  Louis  Pippin  taught  the  tithe  was  the  least  to  give. 

Pianists  Georgia  Hager  and  Mrs.  Maggie  Jeffries 
With  Mrs.  H.  B.  Garrett  are  true  music  referees! 

Mrs.   Glenn  Corzine  and  Martha  Harris  are  two  you'll   admire, 
'Cause  when  they  are  at  the  piano  --  they  will   inspire! 

The  Evening  Mission  Action  Women,  also,  assist, 

And  when  the  class  ends,  teachers  and  pupils  have  eye-mist. 

Members  Lei  a  and  Maude  Alexander  and  Pippin  -- 

Russell,  Hamrick  and  Spurling  don't  go  in  for  quipping. 

When  Corzine,  Lambert,  Hinson,  Jenkins  and  Mrs.  Agnew, 

Taylor  and  Ketcham  leave  --  Both  teachers  and  pupils  feel  anew! 

The  Church  W.M.U.  Women  are  not  a  fanfare  group, 
But  are  witnesses  for  His  Word  in  a  quiet  troupe! 

Mrs.   Phillip  D.   Store k,  director,  all    the  members  love. 
Betty  Mason,  her  assistant,  fits   in  like  a  glove. 

Betty  Beatty  is  the  efficient  secretary, 

And  Myrtle  Haywood,   treasurer,  won't  let  the  funds  vary! 

WMS  Directors  are  Miss  Pauline  Owen, 

And  Mrs.  G.   H.   Johnston  who  keep  the  Y.W.A.'s  glowing. 
Mrs.   R.   F.  Mickey's  sure  the  G.A.'s  are  on  the  ball   -- 

Why,  they  are  subject  to  twenty-four  hour  call! 
Mrs.  W.   T.   Whittle's  Sunbeam  Band  ne'er  misses  a  trick, 

Since  their  devoted  leaders  see  that  they  always  tick! 

The  Deaf  Mission  Action  Group  Leader  is  Zella  Oates, 

And  her  group  rounds  up  prospects  like  a  Mayor  does  votes. 

Mrs.   Dessie  and  Polly  Parker  belong  on  her  team, 
So  when  they  go  visiting  everything's  on  the  beam! 

Men  who've  helped  are  Albert  Bridges  and  Forest  Nettles, 

And  Bob  Pittman  --  who  spread  sunshine  just  like  rose  petals. 

Church  Property  was  bought  March  3,  1965, 

Which  was  eight  and  one-half  acres  requiring  fund  drive. 
It  cost  four  hundred  thirty-nine  thousand,   six  hundred  ($439,682.27) 

Eighty-two  dollars  and  twenty-sev'n  cents  --  none  squandered. 
Y.W.C.A.   land  was  bought  Jan'rary   '66. 

This  sev'nty-five  thousand  --  One-one  tenth  acres  did  tricks. 

The  Y.W.C.A.  wise  deal,   plus  the  big  one  above, 

Brought  about  Church  unity  and  new  spiritual   love! 

Bounded  by  Caldwell   --  East,  and  Davidson  —  East  and  West, 

And  Second  --  North,  and  Third  --  South,  affording  good  access. 

The  burning  of  midnight  oil   by  steering  Committee, 

And  members'   gifts  will   build  this  great  Church  in  the  City! 

The  STEERING  COMMITTEE  for  First  Baptist  New  Building, 

Are  truly  servants  of  God  without  any  gilding. 
Dr.   Bates  and  Joe  Burnette  are  the  two  STAFF  UMPIRES, 

And  will   whoop  it  up  like  a  Boy  Scout  Camp  making  fires. 
C.   C.   HOPE,  JR.,  CHAIRMAN,  when  a  lad  made  "First"  proud, 

Pastor  challenged  on  Commandments  --  Hope  stood  --  Did  them  aloud! 
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His  co-workers  are  Allen  Bailey  and  Bill   Cordell, 

Rod  Alexander,  Mrs.  Charles  Hughston,  and  George  Frizzell, 

Mrs.  H.   D.   Stoneham,  Mrs.   B.   H.   Fitzgerald  and  Bill   Poe, 
W.   J.   Smith,  Jr.,  G.  M.   Hampton  and  Gene  Bobo, 

With  Charlie  Goines,  C.   C.  Martin  and  T.   D.   Clanton, 
And  raring  to  get  a  go  without  any  ranting. 

BILL  POE,  CHAIRMAN,   FINANCIAL  CAMPAIGN,   puts  cash   in  pools, 

And  as  the  Town's  School   Board  head,  works  hard  to  improve  Schools. 

Russell   Smith  and  Glenn  Agnew  are  in  his  crew  outfit, 
And  Mrs.  Ruth  Easterling,  and  Leon  Stacks  exercise  wit, 

Then  Mrs.  Albert  Bridges,  Bill   Cummings  and  Herman  Nance, 
With  W.   J.   Smith,  Jr.,  --  to  them  --  "NO"  hasn't  a  chance! 

MRS.   H.   D.   STONEHAM,   DECORATING  and  FINISHING  -- 

With  her  chosen  blends  --  there'll   be  no  undiminishing! 

Mrs.   James  Estes,  and  Mrs.   Carl   McCraw  are  in  this  crew, 
Mrs.  G.  M.   Hampton  and  Mrs.   F.   E.   Bobo's   in  it,   too, 

Mrs.  David  A.   Harris,  Jr.,  and  F.   C.   Eubank, 

Mrs.   Russell  Smith  and  Mrs.  Charles  Goines  --  none  will   fire  a  blank! 

T.   D.   CLANTON  will   see  that  CONSTRUCTION  does  not  lag, 
He'll   ne'er  permit  a  contractor  to  let  his  feet  drag. 

His  helpers  --  L.   H.   Rickenbacker  and  L.   E.  Glenn, 

Assisted  by  J.   T.   Griffis  will   really  make  things  blend. 

There  are  two  more,  also  --  J.   C.   Stegall  and  Jack  Drye, 
With  these  advisers  --  work  on  the  building  will   fly  high! 

W.   J.   SMITH,  JR.,  Banker,   BUDGETS  the  BONDS  and  CASH, 

With  his  eyes  on  things  there  will   be  no  financial  crash! 

Aiding  him  are  C.   Glenn  Corzine,  and  C.   Woodrow  Brown, 

And  W.   E.   Poe  --  with  these,  there'll   be  no  clowning  around. 

Other  members  are  F.   Warring  Newman  and  J.   Frank  White, 

J.  A.  Warren  --  and  they'll   keep  the  reins  on  the  cash  --  tight! 

GEORGE  FRIZZELL,   FURNISHINGS,   has  been  assigned  the  right  job, 

With  his  knowledge,  he  can  handle  any  salesman  mob. 
His  helpers  --  R.  G.   Pittman  and  Mrs.   R.   F.   Bran-on, 

Lib  Kendrick,   Pauline  Owen  and  Mrs.   T.   D.   Clan-ton, 

With  Julian  R.   Underwood  and  Harry  R.    Iden, 

And  Mrs.   Ben  Collins  --  no  buying  --  without  confiding! 

MRS.   CHARLES  HUGHSTON,  MUSIC,  will   help  plan  the  Music  Hall, 
She's,  also,  Steering  Group's  Secretary  and  notes  all. 

On  her  group  are  Mrs.   Charles  E.   Frizen  and  Harvey  Brown, 
Mrs.   Kenneth  F.   England  with  a  musical   background, 

Mrs.  Martha  Harris,  W.  A.  McEntire  and  Ray  Cohn, 

And  Mrs.   Rod  Alexander  —  With  them  works  first  --  before  fun! 

ROD  ALEXANDER  will   do  wonders  for  the  Church  GROUNDS, 

There'll   be  planned  parking  and  many  shrubs  with  rainbow  crowns. 

His  Committee  are:  Mrs.  A.   Eugene  Warren,  with  skills, 

Mrs.  Waring  Newman  and  Glenn  Beckham  --  who'll   have  no  nils. 

Edd  A.   Linsmier  and  R.   P.  Milliken  --  all   true, 

And  Perry  Southall   --  to  beautify  —  that's  what  they'll  do! 
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JAMES  A.  ESTES,  INSURANCE,  has  a  sales  pitch  truly  fine, 

He  says,  "Buy  his  wares  when  young,  a  stitch  in  time  saves  nine!" 

His  efficient  group  is  comprised  of  Rovy  Brannon  -- 

And  when  things  are  not  right  he'll   shoot  back  like  a  cannon! 

Then  Edd  C.   Lovell,  a  profound  Christian  and  well   read, 
With  H.   Douglas  Stoneham,  quite  a  trio,  and  well   bred! 

CHARLIE  GOINES  looks  after  TRANSITION  AND  REAL  ESTATE, 

So  when  the  old  Building's  sold,  Church  coffers  will    inflate. 

His  helpers  --  Max  Hamilton  and  Harry  Galloway, 

Who'll   see  buyers  of  the  old  Church  --  a  fair  price  must  pay. 

Then  with  Sam  McMahon,  Jr.,  and  Carl  G.  McCraw  -- 
These  two  financiers  will   see  the  deal   has  no  flaw! 

MRS.   MACY  FITZGERALD"S,   KITCHEN-FELLOWSHIP  PLANNER, 

So  when  the  Job's  finished,   it'll   be  in  the  right  manner! 

To  her  committee  group  belong  Mrs.   F.   0.   Goodman, 

Mrs.   W.   J.   Smith,  Jr.,  Mrs.  G.   H.   Johnston  --  who  plan. 

Mrs.   John  Buckwell,  Mrs.  Max  Hamilton  and  Mrs.  Jack  Reid, 
And  they'll    be  sure  as  a  rifleman  as  he  draws  a  bead! 

BILL  CORDELL,  Coach  and  Teacher  heads  up  RECREATION, 
His  fair-play  manner  reflects  his  chosen  vocation. 

On  this  group  you'll   find  a  Christian  dedicated  nine, 
For  instance:  Mrs.  Allen  Bailey  whose  truly  fine, 

Mrs.  M.  0.   Sutton,  Mrs.   R.  G.   Pittman,  Claude  DeMars, 

And  Ken  England  --  All   with  dispositions  like  radiant  stars! 

Others:   Dr.   Laird  W.   Lewis  and  Edwin  D.   George, 

Who  are  as  clear  cut  as  a  beautiful  mountain  gorge. 

Dave  Harris,  Jr.,  and  Jack  Johnson  who'll   help  wrap  it  up, 
Church  can  be  sure,   program  will   grow  and  ne'er  end  abrupt. 

As  a  Church  member  your  duty  is  to  support  it  -- 
Church  recreation  develops  a  Christian  grit! 

Perfectionist,  GENE  BOBO,  has  charge  of  MASTER  PLANS, 

And  the  Congregation's  his  enthusiastic  fans! 
His  group  are:  Mrs.   Joe  Burnette  and  Mrs.  C.  Glenn  Corzine, 

Mrs.   Paul   Gilliam  and  G.  M.   Hampton  --  hand-working  kind! 
Howard  L.  Arthur,  Jr.,   is  one  more  good  worker, 

And  M.   G.   Perry  will   never  bow  as  a  shirker! 

Mrs.  C.   C.   Hope,  Jr.,   is  the  Committee's  live  wire, 

And  Mrs.  William  E.   Poe's  good  judgment  moves  quick  like  fire! 

Henry  Burch  and  Tom  B.   Crawford  are  a  sincere  pair, 
Along  with  Mrs.  Allison  Rogers  will   always  play  fair. 

No  doubt,  this  faithful  group  will   check  out  positive  facts, 
Now  it's  time  for  Church  members  to  get  down  to  brass  tacks! 

C.   C.   MARTIN,   LEGAL  is  the  Church  cornerstone  rock, 

Who  keeps  tab  on  Church  matters  as  regular  as  a  clock. 

His  group  --  Paul   Gilliam,  T.   J.   Fletcher  and  Glenn  Agnew, 

Who'll   check  furniture  and  furnishings,  through  the  last  pew. 

Others  on  group  —  James  0.   Stephens  and  Miss  Maie  Myers; 
With  this  group  on  the  job  Church  will   never  need  buyers! 
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VICE  CHAIRMAN  of  STEERING  COMMITTEE'S,  ALLEN  BAILEY, 

This  alert  trial -lawyer  will   be  around  daily! 
He's  CHAIRMAN,    too,   of  SPECIAL  FUND-RAISING  COMMITTEE, 

And  when  his  crew  visits  they'll   want  part  of  your  kitty. 
To  meet  Church  quota  eyery  member  must  sacrifice, 

So  get  some  of  that  cash  you  have  put  away  on  ice! 

The  STEERING  COMMITTEE  went  to  work  in    '66, 

On  trips  to  see  architect  designs  on  double  quicks. 

They  met  with  Architect  Harold  Waggoner  in  March, 

And  were  pleased  with  his  modern  designs  and  current  arch. 

The  Committee  approved  him,  April   of  the  same  year, 

For  with  his  designers   know-how,  Church  would  lend  an  ear. 

Wilber,  Workman,   Kendrick  and  Warrens'    Firm  was  okayed, 

For  WORKING  DRAWINGS  since  they're  best  known  in  this  trade. 

The  MECHANICAL  ENGINEERS  Firm  was   hired,  also  — 

'cause  in  this   type  mechanical   work  they  are  a  Pro! 

In  April    healthy  discussions  ensued  with  no  squirms, 
Then  the  Church  acted  and  employed  all   above  firms. 

September   '66  a  financial    program  began, 

And  Church  made  a  three-year  pledge  to  pay  for  plot  of  land. 
Jan'ary   '67  a   PLANS  COMMITTEE  met, 

Seeking  recommendations  the  best  that  they  could  get. 
In  April    '67  Wagonner  brought  new  Plant  plans, 

And  these  new  ones  were  everybody's  favorite  brands! 

They  chose  plans  excluding  exterior  renderings, 

Hoping  Church  would  accept  without  fault  or  dwindlings. 

Then  they  studied  two  sets  of  exterior  designs, 

And,  at  once,  decided  to  go  modern  in  their  finds! 

Deacons  liked  plans  and  agreed  he  was  on  the  right  track. 

Since  the  Church  liked  them,  too,   they  were  saved  from  the  old  sack! 

Contractors  estimate,   November  2,    '69, 

Was  two  and  one-half  million  that  put  things   in  a  bind   ($2,500,000). 
Committee  cut  plans  twelve  percent  with  some  omission, 

Now  down  to  two  million,  Church  could  meet  its  commission! 
As  Waggoner  made  changes,  Warren's  Firm  got  them  quick, 

May   '70  --  fund  drive  --  4/71   --  Ground-Breaking  clicked! 

Hope,   Poe,  and  Smith  worked  faithfully  for  a  decade,* 

That  the  foundation  of  a  new  Worship  house  be  laid. 
Their  work  is  reflected  in  the  new  plots  of  land, 

Of  course,  many  Church  members  joined   in  "THE  HELPING  HAND"! 
But  these  three  Christians  through  faith  and  prayer  made  the  right  move, 

And  the  Church  began  to  pray  and  got  in  the  right  groove! 

July  20,   1972,   is   the  date  -- 

Church  hopes  to  occupy  new  building  and  congregate. 
In  most  members'    life-time  this  will   be  the  greatest  day, 

For  rejoicijng,   singing  and  thanksgiving,  as  we  pray. 
The  main  Auditorium  will   come  in  phase  number  two, 

When  finances  permit  --  this   task  --  the  Church  will    pursue! 

*C.   C.   Hope,  Jr.,  W.    E.    Poe,   W.   J.   Smith,   Jr. 

-40- 


For  First  Baptist  a  new  Auditorium  is  a  must. 

Three  sermons  tires  the  Pastor  who  tends  to  become  non-pi ussed! 
Then  two  Sunday  morning  services  splits  Church  fellowship, 

So  there's  hundreds  one  never  knows  in  the  membership! 
This  task  can  be  accomplished  if  Church  will  remember  -- 

To  pray  without  ceasing  --  Then  each  bring  a  new  member! 

The  "SBC"  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri's,  history, 

Concerning  its  functions  there's  no  secret  nor  mystery. 

Held  in  June  '71  its  success  was  profound. 

And  through  its  long  years  none  like  it  has  ever  abound. 

Recapping  the  highlights  Mrs.  Doris  Jarvis  remarks  -- 
Excitedly  like  one  --  on  a  first  ship  ride,  embarks! 

Messengers  were  kept  spell -bound  during  entire  Convention 
By  Dr.  Bates,  solving  great  matters  by  mere  mention. 

His  true  Christian  manner,  with  love  triumphing  and  poise, 
Kept  to  a  minimum  all  prior  Conventions'  noise. 

In  daily  prayer  to  God,  days  before  Convention  time, 

He'd  asked  the  Spirit's  leading  so  things  would  stay  in  rhyme! 

The  tone  of  the  "Meeting"  was  "Understanding,"  unfurled, 

Which  leads  men  to  seek  the  "Christ  Spirit"  throughout  the  world. 

Concern  for  all  people  was  approved  by  bus'ness  session, 
That  means,  each  must  seek  the  lost  and  get  a  confession. 

A  \/ery   timely  presentation  was  "Youth  speaks  out." 

Their  viewpoint  --  "Win  'em,  Talking  Christ"  --  As  you  go  about! 

Great  was  the  Foreign  Mission  service  on  Wednesday  night, 
For  many  were  inspired  which  put  selfish  minds  to  flight. 

Bill  Jarvis,  Songster,  asked  group  to  take  a  big  breath  of  air, 

Then  said,  "Now,  we'll  sing  Albert  Hay  Malotte's,  THE  LORD'S  PRAYER! 

Most  were  pleased  and  some  seem  petrified  --  But  not  for  long, 
Because  group  got  inspired  and  sang  like  a  heav'nly  throng! 

When  Dr.  Bates  was  preaching  you  could  hear  a  pin  drop, 
But  once  in  a  while  a  stubborn  messenger's  ear  would  pop. 

His  golden  oratorical  voice  rang  out  true-blue, 

Pleading  to  messengers,  they'd  let  God  show  them  what  to  do! 

Quite  a  lot  concurred  and  the  Spirit  took  over  the  place, 
So  today,  Southern  Baptists  still  sing  AMAZING  GRACE! 

Dr.  Bates  was  re-elected  for  another  year 

As  Convention  president,  giving  "First"  one  more  cheer. 

SBC's  Religious  Education's  group  election  -- 

Chose  Joe  Burnette,  so  "First"  scored  again  in  this  selection! 

So,  when  "Church"  sends  along  Christian  messengers,  too 
Convention  will  get  fired  up  and  inspired  anew! 

Nine  loyal  Christian  ladies  make  up  the  "SINGING  BELLES"  -- 
Beth  Clanton,  Becky  Yaun,  Jeanne  England  and  Libby  Wells  -- 

Emory  Austin,  Virginia  Reid  and  Zella  Oates  -- 

Sarah  Venable  with  Gayle  Coleman  really  make  notes! 

As  they  sing  and  play  it  thrills  with  His  redeeming  love, 
With  Magnificent  voices  that  blend  and  interwove! 
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The  "WOMEN'S  TRIO"   have  beautiful   voices,   indeed  -- 
Which  delightfully  fill   one's  every  spiritual   need! 

Beth  Clanton,  Lib  Wells  and  Dixie  Martin  --  A  lovely  three! 
And  Pianist,  Sarah  Venable  --  make  worries  flee. 

Their  Spiritual   and  physical   beauty  coincides  -- 

With  the  witnessing  in  song  proclaiming  Christian  guides! 

In  both  Conventions   First  Baptist  rates  about  tops, 

And  with  leaders  like  today's   it  will    never  have  flops. 

For  instance  --  Sunday  School   Superintendent  --  J.   Frank  White  -- 
On  Sundays,   this   perfectionist's  leading's  ever  right! 

Or  when  Clemmie  Turk  speaks  on  tithing  it's  from  the  heart, 

And  quickly  persuades  all   listeners  that  they  should  take  part, 

Visiting  this  Sunday  School   Department,   look  around, 

There's  teachers  --  husband  and  wife  --  Vera  and  Ansel   Brown, 

Mrs.  J.   C.   Stokes,  Mrs.   T.   G.   Eason  and  S.   L.   Broome, 

Mrs.   E.   L.   Harkey  --  Bible  Teachers  --  who  don't  assume. 

Two  secretaries,  J.   L.   Earnhardt  and  Glenn  Corzine  -- 
Who  assist  visitors  --  their  correct  classes  to  find. 

Claude  Bynum  and  Ada  Hamilton  are  God-speeders, 

With  Cleo  and  Douglas  Stoneham,  good  outreach  leaders. 

Still   there's  Mrs.   0.   L.   Turk  and  Marian  Funderburk,   too, 
And  Church  visitation  is  the  work  they  like  to  do! 

Associate  M.   B.  Sinclair's  great,  and  singing's  swell, 
With  Max  Hamilton  and  Pianist,   Francis  Howell! 

It's  a  thrill   to  hear  "Teener"   Pam  McMahon  play  -- 

The  piano  --  or  hear  her  sing  on  a  Sunday! 
She  and  Cindy  Rickenbaker  thrill  and  o'erwhelm  you  -- 

In  a  duet  --  about  His  love,  with  tones  pure  and  true, 
Or  Janice  Hogan  in  her  lovely  contralto  voice, 

Stirring  Christian  emotions  which  make  the  heart  rejoice! 

Ninety-two  Deacons  are  on  the   '71st  list, 

And  for  all   Church  functions  each  one's  eager  to  assist. 
On  this  year's  Board  there  are  nine  who've  never  served  before: 

Dan  Pearman  and  James  W.   Tinney,  all    set  to  go, 
Dr.   Dave  E.   Smith,  John  M.   Frye,  and  Edward  L.   Seay, 

C.   E.   Pickard,  Donald  C.   Turnbow  and  John  S.   Key. 

Then  Ronald  S.  Wilkinson  who  makes  the  list  complete, 

But  there's  three  new  honorary  —  who  wish  to  compete  -- 

Charles  Goines,  J.  D.   Campbell   and  James  Hendrix  --  workers  -- 
And  when  it  concerns  the  Lord's  Work  they  are  true  perkers! 

As  WITNESSES  all   could  turn  the  City  upside  down, 
Starting  a  REVIVAL  for  the  entire  town! 

The  Officers  for  this  group  are:   Chairman,  Glenn  Agnew, 
Vice  Chairman,  Bobby  Cockerham,  who  wants  work  to  do. 

Walter  Campbell,  Secretary  who  keeps  records  straight, 
While  his  assistant,  Dick  Mickey's  set  to  contemplate! 

With  this  slate  of  clean-cut  Deacons  there  should  be  no  fear, 
And  the  next  twelve  months  should  be  an  excellent  Church  year! 
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Along  the  way  Carl   G.  McCraw  and  Edward  Lovell , 

Mrs.   W.   R.   Caudell,  Mrs.   Banks  Presson,   P.   C.   Rodwell , 

Mrs.  C.   C.  Martin,  Mrs.   J.   C.   Fletcher  --  all   leaders 

In  Sunday  School   --  with  Sue  Dell    Edwards  --  were  exceeders! 

W.   J.   Smith  became  a  deacon  under  Dr.   Vines, 

And  with  his  fellow-deacons  they  had  a  tie  that  binds. 

In   '55  Church  roll  was  upped  with  some  special   folks, 
Such  as  the  Ken  England  family  who  were  ne'er  coaxed. 

Jeanne's   incomparable  voice  was  detected  right  away, 

And  Ken's  Sunday  School  work  with  the  young-set  had  no  lee-way. 

Mike  and  Candy  made  this  Christian  family  complete, 

So  through  the  years  their  kind's  made  "First"   solid  and  concrete! 

The  Choir's  had  Betty  Beatty,  Grace  Broome  and  Myrtle  Spoon, 

For  years  to  hold  it  together  and  make  it  boon. 
Raymond  Miller's  been  there  too,   helping  keep  it  in  rhyme, 

And  Richard  Sullivan's  shots   keep  it  abreast  of  time! 
Then  Margaret  Thorne  Kennady  has  proven  her  worth, 

And  Martha  Harris  and  Kate  Johnson  have  given  it  mirth! 

"First  Baptist  Church  Historical   and  Current  Highlight  Book," 

Was  edited  by  Emory  Austin  who  loves  to  cook! 
In  Church,  Choir  and  home-life  she's  a  Christian  who  stands  fast, 

And  a   "Singing  Belles"  member  with  talents  unsurpassed! 
She  was  born  in  New  York  while  her  Dad  earned  a  Ph.D.   -- 

At  Columbia,  the  famous  UniversiTY. 

Her  hometown  is  Wake  Forest  where  she  was  schooled  and  reared, 
And  a  "Wake"   professor  was  her  Dad,  she  truly  endeared! 

Working  at  Raleigh's  Chamber  of  Commerce,  George  she  met, 

In  ten  months  they  married,   now,   there's  an  "Austin  Quintet". 

George,   Emory,  Joe,  Beth  and  Billy  comprise  the  group, 
And  currently  speaking  --  that's  all  on  "Austin  Scoop." 

From  its  beginning  hist're  relates  what's  made  First  great, 

But  individual  contributions  it  fails  to  state. 
Then  as  now,  prayer  bands  led  by  members  like  Mrs.  Mae  Hope, 

Praying  for  the  Church  to  get  evangelized  in  scope. 
Asking  God's  help  for  its  Servicemen  far,  near  and  wide, 

And  that  those  lost  will   find  Him  and  by  His  side  abide! 

A  few  years  ago,  the  Choir  had  a  "Women's"  Quartette, 

Then  as  today  Martha  was  Choir's  low  contralto  vet. 
The  Quartette  was  good  and  made  some  sensational   hits, 

But  at  last  performance  disintegrated  by  bits. 
Three  sat  down  but  Martha  kept  singing  low-contralto! 

And  from  that  time  on  the  "Women's"  Quartette  was  no  mo! 

For  years  B.T.U.  at  First  Baptist  has  proved  its  worth, 
In  Bible  training  its  young  and  old  take  on  new  birth. 

A  current  Director,  James  Stephens,  is   'bout  the  best, 
While  his  co-worker,  Joe  W.  Thames  seldom  takes  a  rest. 

For  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  graders,   there's  Scripture  explore  drills  -- 
On  doctrine,  Bible,  Church  and  self,  from  mem'ry  --  that  thrills! 
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First  Baptist  is  composed  mainly  of  the  working  class, 

And  throughout  time  that's  where  it's  found  strength  to  stand  fast. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.   Howard  Arthur  are  a  current  pair, 

With  children  Jeanette  and  Morris  that  have  witty  flair. 

Mrs.  Arthur  discussed  Morris's  grammar  when  he'd  said  grace. 

Jeannette  said,   "Mom,  which  is  best,  good  grammar  or  good  faith!" 

The  C.  M.   Caudle  Jr.'s  are  in  the  same     class,   too, 

With  children  --  Melinda  and  Mark  --a  wide  awake  two. 
At  age  two  Mark's  Grandma  took  him  to  the  Library, 

Once  inside  he  asked,   "Grandma,   is  this  the  blackberry?" 
When  her  Dad  planted  corn,  Melinda  said,   "Dad,  do  a  good  job, 

And  be  sure  you're  planting  the  kind  that  grows  on  the  cob!" 

One  Sunday  as  the  second  Service  got  underway, 

Joe  Burnette  had  charge  and  repentance  started  to  sway! 

In  the  opening  prayer  he  asked  for  strength  and  some  Church  needs, 
So  that  Church  duties  could  be  carried  out  as  well   as  deeds. 

Bill   Jarvis  prayed  for  Choir  before  it  went  to  Choir  loft, 

And  asked  for  more  members  who  could  sing  firm  tones  and  soft! 

On  that  Sunday  morning  the  Format  was  followed  close. 

Soon  an  unusual   visitor  came  as  Church  played  host. 
Without  fanfare  she  walked  straight  to  the  piano  stool, 

Removed  coat,   sat  down  with  bag  on  side,  and  acted  cool. 
The  Choir  wondered   if  Bill's  prayer  had  been  answered  that  quick! 

She  arose,   put  on  coat,  and  went  to  see  what  made  Joe  tick! 

As  Joe  read  Scripture  (longer  than  usual)   she  stood  there  tall   &  kept  looking 

He  was  trying  to  recall    if  she  was  on  booking  -- 
In  a  low  voice  he  whispered,  "Did  you  come  here  to  speak?" 

She  smiled  pleasantly  and  uttered  not  a  word  nor  shriek. 
Turned  slowly,   saluted  and  then  walked  out  with  a  bow, 

Being  relieved  --  everybody  in  Church  was  --  And  how! 

As  Bill   Kennady  took  a  bath  George  gave  him  a  call, 

He  grabbed  a  tow'l   and  caught  the  telephone  in  the  hall. 

They  talked  for  a  while  and  George  Austin  heard  a  clatter, 
Since  the  modern  hall   was  cold  Bill's  teeth  were  a  chatter! 

Five-year-old  Beth  Austin  asked,   "Have  you  seen  GEORGE,  my  Dad?" 
"Black  shoes,  red  tie  and  blue  suit  was  the  way  he  was  clad." 

Joe  Burnette  came  to  work  fit  as  a  fiddle  that  day, 

And  barked  out  Staff's  routine  orders  without  a  delay. 
But  somehow  an  apprehension  hung  o'er  Staff  that  morn', 

Then  a  news  flash!   --  a  Church  maid  was   'bout  to  have  a  babe  born! 
A  Staff  member  was  ordered  to  call   an  Ambulance, 

And  all   Staff  acted  like  victims  of  St.   Vitus  Dance! 

Joe  and  Marie  rushed  to  the  room  but  they  were  too  late, 

Because  that  baby  got  impatient  and  didn't  wait! 
Baby  had  already  been  spanked  when  ambulance  came  — 

Placed  on  Mom's  tummy  --  covered  and  waiting  for  a  name! 
In  any  Church  situation  Joe's  "Man  of  the  Hour", 

And  if  back's  to  wall    he's  got  supersonic  power! 
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Bill   and  Ruby  Mcllvaine  joined  Church  not  long  ago, 

And  Mars  Hill's  where  musical    talents  started  to  grow. 

She's  a  pianist  and  he's  a  school   teacher  in  band, 

So  through  Baptist  circles  their  talents  are  in  demand. 

"In  our  fireplace,  Dad  can't  place  the  logs  right  for  a  fire" 
Said  4  year-old  Teresa,   "And  trying  stirs  up  his  ire!" 

Joe  and  Virginia  Reid  are  a  family  --  wide  awake, 

And  perfectionists  --  who  seldom  make  a  mistake. 
Recently  Joe  came  to  Choir  wearing  shoes  not  mated, 

When  Choir-loft  detection  came  his  ego  deflated! 
Their  daughter,   Kathleen,   is  exactly  like  her  Ma, 

And  Jo  Jo,   the  son,   is  a  chip  off  the  old  block  —  Pa. 

Sue  Campbell   and  Jeanne  England's  voices  made  the  Church  proud, 
And  for  years  those  messages   in  songs  thrilled  the  Church  crowd! 

The  Choir's   '71   gal   of  personality  -- 

Is  Mrs.   Edith  Reid  without  a  technicality! 

Mrs.   Carolyn  Howard  is  winner  of  all   around  prize, 

Because  there's  an  ever  Christian  atmosphere  in  her  eyes! 

Mrs.   Ginner  Poe  was  in  the  Church  Choir  in   '69, 

That  went  to  England  and  witnessed  in  song  with  open  mind. 

She  became  lonely  and  wrote  Bill  a  letter  one  night  -- 

Saying  she  missed  him  and  still   loved  him  with  all    her  might  -- 

Then  she  realized  Bill   wasn't  home  --  Only  Steve  and  Edd, 

She  mailed  it  not  --  because  they  would  read  what  she  had  said! 

The  exciting  "Women's  Trio"  on  the  English  Tour, 

Really  wrapped  things  up  neatly  and  made  them  secure. 

'Cause  when  these  gals  started  to  sing  you  began  to  think  — 
And  they  thrilled  everyone  completely  up  to  the  brink! 

One  of  its  outstanding  members  was  Libby  Wells, 

A  voice  with  Sue  Campbell's  and  Beth  Clanton's  --  always  jells! 

Accomplished  Ev'lyn  Kellet  played  the  eighty-eight  keys, 
No  wonder  their  inspiring  music  stirred  such  a  breeze! 

Each  and  ewery  performance  brought  tears  to  the  eye, 

And  each  one  felt  closer  to  the  Lord  who  dwells  on  high! 

And  at  times  methought  there  appeared  His  wonderful   face, 
With  all   His  genuine  goodness  and  saving  grace! 

On  the  English  tour  the  "Singing  Belles"  really  came  through, 
However,   to  the  English,   bells  were  old  stuff,  now  new! 

For  many  years  they've  rung  in  the  new  and  out  the  old, 

But  our  Christian  gals  with  expert  know-how  knocked   'em  cold! 

This  touching  music,   no  doubt,  was  inspired  by  the  Lord, 
And  brought  all    present  together  with  one  full   accord! 

At  Charlotte  in  the  Kirkwood  room  Christmas-time,  one  night, 
All -tired  and  worn-out  Max  Hamilton  took  his  first  bite. 

Then  Luella  and  Henry  Hi  1  burn  with  friends  walked  in. 

Shortly,  they  met,   "MISS  HORNET",  the  Hamilton's  true  friend! 

Strange  thing,  though  --  for  minutes  Henry  never  touched  his  meal   -- 
Then  said  --  "A  Picture,"   "Not  so,"  replied  Lillian,   "She's  real!1 
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Lou  Johnson's  a  saleslady  and  models  for  same  store, 
She's  a  profound  Christian  whom  everyone  does  adore! 

The  Choir  says  --  Our  Queen  so  genuine  and  sincere, 

Is  none  other  than  Doris  Jarvis  each  one  loves  so  dear! 

Marianna  Griggs  has  been  in  Choir  for  quite  a  while, 
She  ne'er  fails  to  enlighten  with  a  genuine  smile! 

A  cross-section  of  "First's"  membership  of  yesteryear, 

Today  and  tomorrow  on  record  does  now  appear: 
W.  B.  Cummings  and  Lelah  who  are  real  go-getters, 

And  Bill  works  with  a  union  of  Teletype-setters. 
Bill  Cordell  and  Wife,  Thelma  --  and  children  Babs  and  Pam, 

He  is  the  good  sport-coach  who  can  win  in  any  jam. 

Rod  Alexander's  head  of  Charlotte's  A  &  P  Stores, 

Wife  Jodie  --  Scott,  Roddie,  Karen  and  Darren's  his  corps. 

Glen  Agnew,  Frances  --  Miriam,  Karen  and  Roger, 

Glenn  --  air  condition  engineer  --  he'll  cool  your  lodger. 

Allen  A.  Bailey,  Wife  Evoydeene  --  and  Mike  their  son, 
He's  town's  busiest  trial  lawyer  and  stays  on  the  run! 

Albert  Black  and  Carolyn  --  children,  Kevin  and  Lance, 

Al's  a  First  Union  Branch  head  --  and  savings  he'll  enhance! 

F.  E.  Bobo  and  Reba  --  and  their  son  Ronald  Brown, 

He's  Chadbourn's  President  with  psychology  that's  sound. 

M.  0.  Sutton,  Jane  --  Becky  and  Jeff,  all  truly  fine, 
Jane's  with  FBI  --  He  can  sell  almost  any  line! 

Ray  Cohn,  Wife  Jane  --  Pat  and  Kathryn  --  His  true  domineers  -- 
Ray's  Vice  Pres'dent,  South  Eastern  Consulting  Engineers. 

Harvey  Brown,  Nurse  Elvas  --  Joyce,  Frances,  Harvey  and  Ruth, 
He  keeps  books  --  it  thrills  when  his  group  sings  of  His  truth! 

T.  K.  Bush,  wife  Blennie  --  and  Karen  their  beauty  Queen, 
He  is  WBT's  technician  with  a  know-how  that's  keen. 

Leroy  Clippinger,  wife  Isabel le  --  Mike,  Mark,  Steve  and  Chris, 
Clip's  a  City  Mailman  and  one  letter  he  won't  miss. 

Bob  L.  Cockerham  and  Ruth  --  Bob,  Timmy  and  Terry, 

Bob  heads  Charlotte  Ford  Tractor  and  his  talents  vary. 

H.  F.  Darsey's  Insurance  Agency  is  his  own. 

G.  D.  Hoyle  writes  and  in  book-circles  is  well  known. 

R.  D.  Strickland  and  Carole  --  Melissa  and  Jenny  -- 
Don's  a  stockbroker  with  successes  that  are  many. 

Caterers  B.  H.  Fitzgerald  and  Macy's  --  Town's  best, 

Their  reputation's  established  --  North,  East,  South  and  West! 

Sam  McMahon,  Carolyn  --  Sam  III,  Bryan  and  Pam, 
Sam's  a  "financier  and  realtor  man,  that  Am." 

W.  E.  Poe,  Mary  Virginia  and  daughter  Anne, 

Eddie,  Steve,  Ken,  Rick  and  Mike,  a  son-quintette  that's  grand! 
Bill's  a  lawyer  and  Chairman  of  the  current  School  Board, 

He's  pulled  it  out  of  chaos  by  trusting  in  the  Lord! 
Eugene  Warren,  wife  Louise,  --  Danny,  Kevin  and  Jess, 

He's  WORKING  DRAWINGS  ARCHITECT  at  New  Church  —  its  best! 
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L.   H.   Rickenbaker,  Jr.,  wife  Mary  Lou  -- 

Cindy,  Mike,  Dan,  Barb'ra  --  his  Insurance  sales  ring  true! 
J.   Russell   Smith  and  Celestia  are  Church  stand-bys, 

He's  a  First  Union  Branch  head  and  with  money  --  he's  wise! 
Kenneth  B.   Spoon  and  Lilla  are  a  couple  you'll   like, 

Ken  can  fill   prescriptions,  quick,   like  a  motor  bike! 

Lawrence  E.   Glenn  and  wife  Loraine  --  Hariette  and  Bruce, 
He's  a  Town  building  inspector  who  believes  in  youth. 

P.   R.   Hager,  wife  Georgia  --  folks  who  are  truly  grand, 
Paul's  a  machine  shop  supervisor  and  parts  salesman. 

J.   C.   Stroupe  and  Sarah  --  He's   in  maintenance  supply. 

H.   D.   Stoneham,  wife  Cleo  --  an  accountant  that  rates  high. 

Banks  Presson,  Amaryllis  --  Cindy,  who  can  fly  high, 

In  welding  supplies  he  knows  all   the  wherefores  and  why! 

T.   R.   Matthews  and  Mary  --  Susan,  Tom  and  Cindy, 

This  Seaboard  Railroad  man  is  always  wery  friendly. 

Claude  P.   Bynum  and  wife,  Lena  --  who  likes  to  teach  school, 
Claude's  a  corrugated  box  boss  and  won't  overrule! 

Herman  C.   Nance  and  Lucy  --  Sandra  --  quite  a  trio! 

In  Town's  Montaldo's  Shop  --  he's  boss  --  started  from  zero! 
James  Taylor,   son,  Jim  --  James  has  a  school  maintenance  job, 

When  wife  Lucille  gives  personal   testimonies  --  hearts  throb. 
Willis  Washington  and  Nurse  Velma  --  and  their  son,  Don, 

He's  an  Auto  Supply  man  whom  buyers  can  ne'er  con. 

John,  Hazel   and  Debbie  Waters  can  have  a  phone  ball, 

He's  a  Phone  engineer  --  just  anywhere  --  they  can  call! 

Oscar  Huffman  --  music   instruments-expert  repair  -- 

Alma's   (Baptist)  Book  Store  office  boss  with  efficiency  rare. 

J.   Frank  White  and  Catharine,   his  immaculate  wife, 

Frank's  an  Humble  Oil   Exec  --  Both  lead  a  Christian  life! 

Albert  Bridges  --  a  model   truck  driver,  retiree, 
Juanita  keeps  his  good  traits  in  a  mental   diary. 

Bruce  Barton,  Carolyn  --  Jerry,  Bob  and  Carol  Ann, 

He's  an  engineer  who  brings  lights  to  your  home  --  Duke  brand! 

Glenn  H.   Beckham,  Mary  --  He's  among  Town's  best  firemen. 
Frances  and  Paul  Moss  --  He's  a  carpenter-lumberman. 

Allison  S.   Rodgers,  wife  Cile  —  and  Jenny  Ann, 

Al's  a  Swinson  Peanut  Butter  manufacture  man. 
Carter  Purcell   and  wife  Elizabeth  and  Andy, 

Sick  folks  take  his  Pharmacist  prescriptions  like  candy! 
Walter  Campbell,  teacher  Tamara  —  Tanya  Humphries, 

Walt's  a  Duke  Engineer  that  brings  power  to  your  freeze. 

Richard  P.  Mil  liken,   Frances  --  Richard  and  Carol, 
This  Allstate  Senior  Agent  gets  accounts  by  barrel! 

F.  W.   Newman,  and  wife,  Dot  --  He  is  an  accountant. 
Polly  Parker's  an  Humble  office  gal   who  won't  rant! 

Astor  F.  Workman  and  wife  Barbara  —  a  Postal  clerk. 

Earl   Yandle,  Sallie  —  He's  a  Mail  carrier  who  won't  shirk. 
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G.   M.   Hampton,   VICE  CHAIRMAN  of  PLANS  COMMITTEE'S,   right! 

When  the  going  gets  rough  he  will    stay  in  there  and  fight! 
Hamp's  a  well-liked  paper  concern  boss  and  there's  no  strife, 

And  Mrs.    Florine  is  the  name  of  his  most  charming  wife. 
Richard  Rayford,  Maxine  --  Drexel   and  teacher  Suz^ette, 

He's  a  car-parts  expert  and  fills  orders  like  a  jet! 

W.   E.   Coffey  and  wife,   Sylvia   --  Bryan  and  Mark, 

Until   an  Insurance  claim  is  completed  he  won't  park! 

A.   D.   Skidmore,   Nurse  Ruby  --  Nancy,  who  can  set  styles  -- 
A.   D.    is  the  co-owner  of  the  Modern  Office  Supplies. 

J.   W.   Herrin  and  Pauline  --  a  conductor  on  train. 

R.    F.   Brannon,   Christine  --  His   land  deals  are  ne'er  in  vain. 

G.   W.   Brown,  Margaret  --  Suzy  --  who  can  open  heart-doors, 
Woodrow  owns  the  Piedmont  Markets  Chain  of  Groc'ry  stores. 

H.   R.    Iden,  wife  Annie  Bell   --  Nancy  and  Joe  Anne, 
He's  Southern  Bell's  N.   C.   Supervisor  Supplyman. 

W.   H.   Helms,  Myrtle  --  He's  an  expert  hosiery  man. 

A.   Rush  Bridges  and  Louise  --   he  sells   houses  and  land. 

Buford  Cromer,  Betty  --  He  insures  for  Health  and  Fire. 

S.   L.   Broome,  Grace  --  He's  a  college  teacher  you'll   admire. 
C.   W.   Brown,  Mary  --  He's  a  watchmaker  and  keeps  bees. 

H.   L.   Beatty,  Maude  --  He  knows  all   about  printing  keys. 
Charles  Martin,   Ruby  --  Headed  Norfol k- Southern  Railroad. 

Edd  Lovell,  Ruth  --  He's  a   key  man  —  Mutual   Saving  Boa'd. 

Dr.   Laird  Lewis  and  Georgia  --  They're  known  throughout  town, 
He's  an  understanding  School   Principal   that's  profound! 

Lawman  P.   M.   Metcalf,  Mar'lyn  --  Rick,   Randy,   Kim,  Rusty, 
He  counsels  delinquents  so  they  can  be  a  trusty. 

C.  A.   Samford,  Annice  --  His  rich  cookies  have  good  sales. 
Hall   Adams,  Gladys  --  Jim  —  Hall   delivers  U.   S.   Mails. 

Carl   G.   McCraw,  Ethel   --  He  rates  first  --    'mong  Charlotte's  rank, 
From  scratch  --  He  made  President,   First  Union  National   Bank! 

In  the  fifties  he  was  Queen  Charlotte's  "Man  of  the  Year", 
And  his  accomplishments  were  displayed  without  a  tear. 

At  sessions  when  drinks  were  served  he'd  ask  for  a  glass 
With  milk  --  regardless  of  the  type  of  parties  or  class! 

M.  Waylon  Fickling,  Doris  --  An  Insurance  magnate, 

Paul   D.   Gilliam,  Agnes  --  Machine  Shop  boss,  affiliate. 

Frank  Eckard,  Bertha  --  a  perfectionist  --  as  a  rule, 

He's  District  Boss  --  the  International   Bus'ness  School. 

James  0.   Stephens,  Louise  --  Sharon,  Jeff,   Dave  --  their  young  ones, 
James'    latest  business  deals  with  that  of  HOLDING  FUNDS. 

W.   0.   Mclntire,  Jr.,  Ginny  --  Mark,   Chris  and  Gay, 

He's  a  cutting  tool    salesman  who  practices  fair  play. 

Jack  M.   Taylor,  Mildred  --  Auditor  of  Humble  Oil. 

J.   S.   Holland,  Rachael   --  Railway  Express  Boss  who  most  toil! 

James  T.   Estes  and  wife  Betty  --  with  Patti  and  Rick, 

This  high-powered  Insurance  man  knows  e^ery  sales  trick! 
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W.   P.   Cochran,  Ruth  --  Refrigeration  --  A.   &  P. 

H.   B.   Garrett,  Lillie  --  an  inv'ntory-retiree. 
Royster  H.   Johnson,   Jr.,  Jane  --  Wade  and  Ken  --  great  kids! 

For  furnace  heating,  Royster  submits  the  lowest  bids. 
C.   S.   Goines,  Libby  --   Insurance  and  realtor, 

He's  always  been  a  Church  servant  and  contributor. 

James  Coleman,  Gayle  --  Jeffrey  --  At  their  home  they  sing  no  blues, 
He's  a  Goodrich  accountant,  where  they  make  boots  and  shoes. 

James  Tinney,   Betty  --  Gloria,  Junior  --  All   Georgia  clan. 
He's  ABC's  South  Eastern  Theatres  District  man. 

GLoria's  considering  Christian  service  --  full   time. 

Betty's  in  the  Choir  and  helps   its  spirit  stay  in  prime! 

Charles  and  Nancy  Skidmore,  and  children  Chip,  Tim  and  Kent, 

Who  seldom  miss  a  trick  and  usually  take  a  hint. 
As  Charles   is  a  Bible  scholar  at  the  seminary  -- 

Their  time  with  Charles  and  Grandpa,  Glenn  Corzine,  will   vary  -- 
Glenn  cuts  pickles  into  small   bits  because  he  wears  dentures. 

Kent,  five,   scolded  for  same  said,   "Gramp  does  it  for  his  adventures! 

Bill    Kennady  and  Margaret  are  everybody's   pal, 

He's  a  chemical   specialist  and  she's  quite  a  gal! 
She  joined  First  Baptist  Choir  as  a  young  teenager. 

Not  one  Choir  bach'lor  she'd  date  --  Nor  e'en  the  young  Major. 
When  Bill   came  to  Choir  in  an  old  car  she  fell   complete, 

And  left  her  New  car  parked  all   night,   near  Church,  on  street! 

Luther  Yaun,  Becky  --  With  Matthew  and  Mark,  who's  ne'er  slack, 

He  works  with  Eastman-Kodak-Micro  Film  Recordak. 
Becky's  a  music-drama  minor  and  English,  Master, 

Since  she's  President  of  Adult  Choir  I,   things  move  faster. 
Phil   Williams,  Betty  --  Julia  Ann,  Gregory  and  Chris, 

He  a  First  Union  Branch  head,  and  int'rest  he  won't  miss. 

John  Herdklotz,   Kathy  --  Matthew  and  Timmy  --  their  two  tots, 
Dr.   John's  a   (research)  Chemist  and  one  of  Town's  patriots! 

Phil   Gamble,  Sally  and  children  --  Keith,   Eric  and  Pat, 
Phil's  a  rubber  chemical    salesman  who  likes  to  chat! 

J.   L.   Earnhardt  and     Grace  --  He's  a  salesman  for  Tate  Brown, 
And  one  of  the  best  dressed  men  in  "First  Church"  and  the  Town! 

Bill   Smart,  Carolyn  --  Lisa  and  Amy,   their  two  girls, 

He's  Belk's  art  director  whose  works  put  your  mind  in  whirls. 

Carolyn  --  a  former  South  Carolina  BEAUTY! 

Today  --  she  says  --  "A  Christian  home,   now,   is  her  first  duty! 

Ed  D.   Wells,  Libby  --  Leif,   Errin  and  Kelly  --  their  kids, 
He's  a  school   coach  whose  team  will    never  get  on  the  skids! 

T.   N.   Benton,  Moretha  --  an  up-to-date  salesman  -- 

For  a  Hospitalization  Health  Insurance  Plan. 
Ralph  Brown  and  Ann  --  Ralph,  Jr.,  Douglas,  Ruth  Ann  and  Dave, 

He's  Hotpoint's  District  manager  with  products  that'll    save! 
J.   D.   Venable,  Sarah  —  Jackie,  David,  and  Chip, 

His  Carolina  well   Drillers  never  leave  a  drip! 
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C.  C.  Hope,  Jr.,  Mae  --  Chip,  Steve  and  Joan, 

This  Bank  Exec.  Vice  President's  ready  with  a  loan. 

Bank's  Securities  Custodian  is  Edith  Reid. 

And  First  Union  National  can  fill  one's  every   need! 

W.  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  Terry  --  Kenneth,  Jack,  Todd  and  Scott, 
This  Bank  Exec.  Vice  President's  "Johnny  on  the  Spot." 

Larry  Clanton,  Nurse  Beth  --  children,  Danny  and  Susan, 
Their  new  furnished  home  looks  like  a  fairy  wonderland! 

Every  room,  corner  and  nook  has  an  artistic  flair, 

Just  like  Larry's  store  that  specializes  in  Men's  wear! 

Herbert  Gay,  Sandra  --  Scott,  Mike  and  Danny  --  All  aboard 
With  business  Manager,  Herb,  at  Harrelson  Ford. 

Steve  Bunker,  Linda  --  Choir's  best  current  tenor,  singer, 

And  heads  Aetna's  group  Claims  troubles  • 
Linda's  the  Unit  Leader  in  Personal  lines  -■ 

And  works  5  gals  --  Aetna's  lucky  to  have  "Bunker  Finds." 
Ted  Garrett,  Jo  Ann  --  Bart  --  He  sells  NASCO  sporting  goods, 

And  helps  raise  funds  for  ball  leagues  and  bands  in  neighborhoods. 

Fred  Crowson  --  Elton  --  a  Market  seamstress  who  enchants. 

Fred  --  an  assistant  Chief  --  for  Town's  water  treatment  plants. 
Ralph  Williams,  Peggy  --  Joe  --  Martha  --  He's  like  a  keystone. 

And  he's  with  American  Credit  and  has  cash  to  loan. 
E.  C.  Bolt,  Rachael  --  In  figures  there's  none  wiser, 

He  was  a  Duke  Power  accounting  supervisor. 

John  Martin  and  wife,  Dixie  --  and  daughters  --  Ann  and  Kay, 
He's  Amer'can  Defender  Life  Insurance's  MAINSTAY. 

Ann's  an  Appalachian  freshman,  Kay's  a  Senior,  High, 
And  in  College,  their  Mom's  voice  started  to  amplify. 

Today  Dixie's  solos  carry  each  one  to  skies  above, 

Where  joys  await  and  are  filled  with  His  redeeming  love! 

J.  Underwood,  Lee  --  a  North  C.  N.  Bank  Boss  --  With  backing. 

Ansel  Brown,  Vera  --  A  foreman  for  Lance  Packing. 
T.  D.  Clanton,  Almedia  --  Construction  Engineer 

At  the  Humble  Oil  Company  --  for  many  a  year. 
For  the  new  Church  he  heads  construction  Committee, 

And  is  in  charge  of  Real  Estate  Transition's  Kitty! 

Hopkins  Dorris,  Mary  --  Pam,  David,  Carrol  and  Scott, 
Hop's  a  lawyer  --  Mary's  --  E.A.L.'s  beauty  spot! 

Miss  Gail  Dover  is  Eckerd's  Advertising  Artist, 

And  Secretary  Shirley  Clanton 's  Dupont's  smartest! 

Speaking  of  outstanding  secretaries  there's  Joyce  Moore, 
And  Betty  Beatty  --  with  dispositions  you'll  adore! 

Mrs.  Marie  Justice,  Lewis,  Jan,  Ann,  Nancy  and  Kay, 

At  Big  M  Freedom's  Store  Marie  shares  her  smiles  all  day! 

An  outstanding  young  couple  --  Randy  and  Maxie  King, 

He's  a  part-time  student  --  At  Duke  Pow'r  --  both  do  their  thing. 

Edd  Sinclair,  Linda  --  Edd's  in  Duke's  Service  Computers, 
She's  Duke's  Secretary  --  Both  are  good-will  recruiters! 
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Charles  Turk,  wife  Lenora  --  and  their  youngster,  Chet  make  three, 
He's  employed  with  Package  Products  at  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Don  Turnbow  and  Nurse  Maggie  --  She's  at  Presbyterian, 

Don  knows  accounting  like  grammar  experts,  Shakespearian. 

Junior,  Bryan,  Steve,  Dave,  wife  Marg'ret  and  Julian  Helms, 
For  cash  this  Jewel     Salesman  will   put  you  in  the  realms. 

Pat  Hance,  Betty  --  Campbell   College  Freshman,  Beth  and  Dave, 
He's  a  Steel   Engineer  and  knows  how  to  steel  engrave. 

Pat  and  Betty  are  good  in  things  like  music  and  drama, 
Most  anything  they  do  becomes  a  panarama. 

Bell   Fletcher,  Ruby  Caudle  and  Collins,  Ora  Lee, 

First  Baptist  Church  wouldn't  be  the  same  without  these  three! 

G.  H.  Johnston,  Lucille  --  a  Duke  Power  retiree, 
Frank  A.  Miller,  Dot  --  a  Caskie  Paper  employee. 

Harold  C.  Martin,  Mary  --  Burlington  Textile  Mills  -- 

Charles  C.   Howell,  Frankie  --  Sealtest  Employee  --  with  skills. 

Mrs.   Paul   D.    (Agnes)  Gilliam  and  Mrs.  Charlie  T.    (Louise)  Plybon, 
Both  are  public  school   librarians  and  get  things  done. 

Lawrence  C.  Johnson,  Louise  --  Larry,  student  --  Chapel  Hill, 
Lawrence  drives  a  Queen  City  Coach  with  professional   skill. 

C.   E.   Harris,  Martha  --  Accounting  --  Atlantic  Oil, 

Martha  --  Reynolds  Dress  Bridal  Consultant  --  Not  a  soil! 

T.  R.   Fogleman,  Winnie  —  Humble  Oil  retiree. 

H.  C.   Branton,  Etta  --  sales  --  Coca  Cola  Company. 

E.   Rhyne  Faires,  Louise  --  Debby  and  Earl  a  student, 
Rhyne's  with  Faires  Mobile  Homes  and  is  very  prudent. 

For  years  W.   R.  Caudell  was  employed  at  "Humble", 

Now  Lucille's  lovely  antique  dolls  make  worries  tumble. 

M.  G.   Perry,  Sadie  --  was  in  Mail   facility. 
G.  H.  Sikes,  Ida  —  was  Fireman  in  the  City. 

Henderson  Belk,  Ann  --  Paul   at  Furman  --  Mary  and  Jay, 
Connie,  Marg'ret,  Tom,  Donna  --  A  septet  on  display. 

Mr.  Belk  --  an  Executive  —  Belks  Department  Stores  -- 
Is  on  School   Board  and  does  many  patriotic  chores! 

W.  Leon  Stacks  and  Estelle  --  An  appliance  broker, 

M.   B.  Sinclair,  M.  Ruth  --  was  grocer  --  now,  evoker. 

H.   E.  Galloway  --  Kellwood  Garment  Factory  Boss. 

Herbert  Jung,  Helen  --  Laundry  owner  --  reduces  cost! 
J.   C.   Stegall,  Marg'ret  —  retired  boss,  from  A.  &  P. 

George  Frizzell,  Eleanor  --  A  "Belks"  boss  dedicatee. 
Joe  M.  Thames,  wife  Elizabeth  --  and  daughter,  Terry, 

He's  Wrenn  Bros.  Correspondent  who  keeps  clients  merry! 

Claude  Furr,  wife  Lourine  and  children,  Claudia  and  Chip. 

He  owns  barber-hair  stylist  shops  —  and  greets  with  a  quip! 
Claude  DeMars,  Hazel   —  Elaine  and  Claude  III, 

Claude's  with  American  Optical   Sales  —  the  last  word! 
John  Fry,  Duke  Pow'r  draftsman  --  wife,  Dianne  —  Angie  and  Chris; 

T.   P.  Willard,  Mozelle  —  a  CPA  idealist. 


-51- 


Dallas  J.  Brown,  Jackie  --  children,  Beth  and  Beverly, 
Now  this  Southern  Bell  engineer  does  things  cleverly. 

When  visiting  in  the  mountains  it  began  to  snow, 

Forward,  at  the  mountain's  foot,  the  car  wouldn't  go. 

With  ease  he  backed  up  to  make  a  "run  for  the  money," 

Bev',  six,  said  --  "Going  home,  Hollywood  style"  is  funny! 

Mrs.  Lucy,  daughter,  Sherry,  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Dale, 

He's  with  Crown  Zellerbach  paper  --  It  won't  tear  nor  fail. 

Dr.  David  Smith,  Carolyn  --  Dan,  Stephen  and  Tim, 
David's  an  Ophthalmologist  who  has  lots  of  vim! 

John  Key,  Nurse  Donna  --  and  daughter,  Lisa  --  What  a  clan! 
John's  Shell  Oil's  Industrial  representative  man! 

Earl  Beam,  wife  Anne  --  and  children  --  LuAnne,  Nancy  and  Tim, 
He  --  Southern  Bell  --  She  teaches  and  gets  joy  to  the  brim! 

Ken  Martin,  Janet  --  Robin  —  Janet  teaches  English, 

Ken's  Ervin's  Apartments  head  --  He'll  fill  your  housing  wish! 

R.  G.  Pittman,  Mary,  children  --  Chris,  Terry  and  Mike, 
He  sells  Haywood  Wakefield  Furniture  that  you'll  like. 

Buford  F.  Mason,  Betty  --  Marcia,  Frank  and  Alan, 

He's  with  E.  J.  Smith  and  is  quite  an  expert  salesman! 

Betty's  on  Church  Staff  as  a  music  secretary. 

She  takes  all  troubles  to  the  Lord  and  has  no  worry. 

Likewise,  she's  President  of  Adult  Choir  Number  II, 
If  Choir  problems  arise  she'll  arrange  an  interview. 

George  Austin,  Ann  Account  Manager  for  Campbell's  foods, 
Is  a  versatile  man  and  keeps  friends  in  funny  moods. 

He's  mastered  the  art  of  conversation  and  can  sing, 
And  has  a  likable  way  that  rubs  off  --  capturing! 

His  Bass-Baritone  solos  everyone  likes  to  hear, 

'Cause  when  he  sings  the  Holy  Spirit  seems  to  appear! 

First  Baptist  has  been  blessed  with  school  teachers  for  years, 
And  Sunday  School,  Choir  and  Training's  used  these  with  careers, 

For  instance:  Jo  Ann  Henderson,  and  Georgia  Lewis, 
Karen  Jones,  and  Lib  Kendrick  who  are  superfluous 

Doris  Jarvis,  Mai  Myers  and  Florine  Hampton, 

Dot  Taylor  and  Mary  Hatchette  --  strong-willed  like  Sampson. 

Linda  Tinsley,  Hoi  1  is  Rufty  and  Lillian  Agnew, 

Pauline  Owen,  Nina  Nelson  --  God's  will  they  pursue! 

Luna  Whi taker,  Elsie  Roberson,  Lola  Lowe  -- 

Rachael  Bond,  H.  Stanberry,  M.  Whittle  --  have  a  show! 

Lavina  Prather  is  another  one  you  will  like, 

And  when  the  iron's  hot  Frances  Eppley  will  surely  strike! 

Frances  F.  Eppley  --  Charlene  her  only  child  at  home 

Who's  an  Olympic  Senior,  and  lovely  as  a  poem. 
A  teacher  at  Town's  Montclair  School  Frances  ne'er  says  "CAN'T". 

She  won  this  year's  ADK  Scholarship  Grant. 
With  this  600.00  bucks  she'll  write  a  book  for  others, 

And  did  research  in  Holv  Land  on  Maccabean  brothers. 
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When  she  reached  Jerusalem's  School   she  found  lots  to  do, 
Then  the  Alpha  Delta  Kappa  qualities  came  through! 

Materials  at  the  school  varied  greatly  for  the  book, 

To  find  the  right  ones  required  study  --  not  a  mere  look. 

As  it  would  be  for  the  Junior  and  Senior  high  age, 
Appeal  must  be  just  so  --  to  create  the  right  image! 

Materials  were  bought,   too,  at  Jerusalem  Book  Store, 

And  terrain  pictures  were  taken  which  enhanced  the  chore. 

Tour  guides  supplied  information  that  was  good,  indeed, 
Soon  trip  became  inspirational   filling  each  need. 

When  book  is  completed  it  will    inspire  young  people, 

And  build  strong  Christian  minds  that  stand  out  like  a  steeple! 

C.  B.  Hughston,  Lib  —  Chuck,  Dave,  Don,  Phil  —  A  DYNAMO! 

Charles  --  First  Union  computer  --  Lib,  teacher,   piano. 
When  real  young  Phil   found  Christ  and  was  Spiritually-born. 

Soon  God  in  His  wisdom  called  Phil   Home  at  life's  dawn  of  morn. 
At  fun'ral   thousands  heard,  by  air,  Christ  came  to  save  man  -- 

That's  how  God  used  Phil   to  expound  His  Salvation  Plan! 

Reverend  L.   W.   Fields,   Ruby  --  an  ordained  preacher, 
Who  counsels  young  folks  and  a  Juvenile  beseecher. 

He's  a  Supervisor  in  Domestic  Relations, 

And  helps  the  District  Courts  in  rehabilitations. 

E.   B.   Liles,  Mary  --  the  Manager's  assistant 

Of  Virginia  Life  Insurance  --  who's  quite  consistent! 

Dr.   Carl   E.   Bates,  Myra  --  and  Judy  a  teacher, 

He's  the  current  Church  Pastor  and  its  profound  preacher! 

Many  ask  how  Dr.   Bates  leads  such  an  active  life? 

It's  made  possible  by  Mrs.   Bates,  his  talented  wife! 

After  College  she  went  to  the  Conservatory 

And  in  piano  and  organ  --  enhanced  her  glory. 

While  Dr.   Bates  studied  at  Southern  Seminary, 

Mrs.   Bates  was  the  President's  private  secretary. 

She's  Sunday  School   Superintendent,   now,  of  College  kids  -- 
In  seeking  her  warm-manner  --  they  make  gestures  of  outbids! 

As  a  typical   Pastor's  wife  she  won't  say  a  word 

Until  called  on  --  then  inspires  the  most  --  one's  ever  heard! 

Donna  Combs  is  at  the  Southwestern  Seminary, 

Since  her  surrender  she's  like  a  home-missionary! 

Jess  Chastain,  Agnes  --  Alamo  Motel's  Co-owner  — 

W.   R.   Jones,  Virginia  --  He's  the  Jones  Textile  owner. 

Carl   H.   Hibbard,  Doris  --  a  draftsman  whose  right-handed  -- 
When  right  got  impaired  --  he  used  left  and  got  unstranded! 

Paul   C.   Harrington,  and  Carolyn  --  Amy  and  Joan, 

Paul's  a  social  worker  for  those  who  are  alcoholic  prone, 

And  head-man  for  alcohol   Safety  Actions  Project, 

She's  a  school   teacher  --  When  he  asks  advice  —  she'll    inject! 

W.   C.   Leery,  Mildred  —  He's  head-man,  Duke  Pow'r  meters  chore. 
C.   E.   Collins,  Helen  —  they  run  a  grocery  store. 
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Lester  B.  Austin,  Morie  --  and  children  Chip  and  Stan, 

Figures  are  his  long  suit,  and  he's  J.  A.  Jones  Tax-man! 

Morie  is  a  School  teacher  at  the  Providence  Day, 
And  uses  her  many  talents  teaching  or  at  play! 

Mrs.  Dot  Hendren  --  Charles  and  Sidney  who'll  draw  your  cartoon. 
Dot's  a  hair-stylist  and  fashions  like  flow'rs  in  June! 

L.  A.  Hough,  Grace  --  He's  City's  Coach  Cashier  -  Dispatcher, 
Daughter  Betty  teaches  School  and  none  can  out-match  her! 

Vern  Gransee,  Nurse  Emaree  --  Joan,  Richard  and  Steven, 
He's  Humble's  Credit  man  --  and  keeps  all  accounts  even. 

Archie  F.  Mul lis  and  Genevieve  his  faithful  wife, 

His  Insurance  Firm  sells  all  types,  save  one  (burial)  after  life. 

F.  0.  Goodman,  Charlotte  --  and  son  Mike,  their  off-spring  prize, 
He's  a  key  salesman  for  restaurant  wholesale  supplies. 

Ben  Paschal,  Tommie  --  he's  dependable  and  stands  tall, 
And  in  his  hey-day  he  played  professional  BASEBALL. 

David  P.  Reule  and  Janette  --  a  very   charming  pair, 
As  Town's  leading  Realtor,  he'll  treat  you  fair! 

Larry  Greer,  Elovoyce--  with  children  who  impress, 
Namely  --  Miss  Wendy,  Dana,  Tony  and  little  Wes. 

He  sells  Decorative  Products,  'monq  nations  smartest, 
She's  Ivey's  interior-decorator  artist. 

Mrs.  Mary  LaFont  --  Charlotte's  veteran  beautician, 
Mary  Jo  Hill  molds  Belks  fixtures  like  a  magician. 

David  Stith,  Mary  C.  --  Jennifer  Lynn  and  Cath'rine  Paige, 
Dave's  with  Queen  City  Containers  --  products  for  this  age. 

L.  R.  Purvis,  wife,  Mary  --  Laura,  Patti  and  Steve, 

He's  with  Amer'can  Crank  Shaft  --  worn  motors  --  they  relieve. 

Jim  Thomson,  wife  Jo  Anne  --  children,  Steve,  Brian  and  Jan, 
He's  Refabco's  Engineer  and  can  make  a  strand. 

J.  C.  Stokes,  wife  Helen  --  He's  retired  from  Real  Estate. 

W.  M.  Myers,  Vera  --  is  Fire  Insurance  magnate. 
Clarence  Purcell,  Eunice  --  He  was  with  Southern  Railroad. 

J.  C.  Hendrix,  Mary  --  a  freight  rate  clerk  for  Seaboa'd. 
Max  Hamilton,  Lillian  --  Suellen  --  Junior,  Max, 

Max  is  a  Rural  Mail  man  --  Nurse  Lillian  gets  Health  facts. 

Hal  Briggs,  retiree  --  King  Candy  --  Cath'rine  --  School  Teacher. 

Some  think  retired  accountant  H.  H.  Greene's  a  preacher! 
Clyde  Teague,  wife  Ruby  --  and  children  Laura  and  Dave, 

He  prints  --  she's  a  Mail  Clerk  and  has  a  manner  folks  crave! 
Al  Wynn,  Billie  --  Southern  Railway  ticket  Agent's  Ferry, 

Mrs.  Ruth  Norton  --  Church  Educational  Secretary. 

Ruth  Easterling,  Radiator  Specialty  Office  GIRL, 

And  Myrtle  Haywood  gave  Duke  Pow'r  statistics  a  hurl! 

Frank,  Pat,  John,  Ben,  Dave  and  their  mother,  Mrs.  Frank  Gribble, 
Frank  --  music  student  --  Ma  keeps  books  without  a  scribble. 

Years  ago  Romaine  sang  at  "First"  as  she  does  today, 

And  her   witnessing  in  song  points  out  the  KING'S  HIGHWAY! 
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• 
Al    Killman,  Virginia  --  Humble  retiree  of  fame, 

J.   P.   SWINDLER,   Floyie  --  A  BANKER  with  twisted  name! 
Thomas  Guy  Eason  --  Cashier-Credit  man  --  Pittsburgh  Paint, 

Mrs.   Lemma  Eason  --  School   teacher  --  efficient  and  quaint! 
Emma  Litton  kept  Church  Nurs'ry  for  many  a  day, 

C.   E.   Fielden,  Ruby  --  He  clerked  for  Southern  Railway! 

Vander  Warner,  Maggie  --  He  sells  S  &  H  Green  Stamps, 
They  believe  in  Bible  truths  and  won't  accept  re-vamps! 

Ray  L.   Small,  wife  Emma  --  Ray's  with  REA  Express, 
Mrs.   Jack  Lewis,   Pastor's  Secretary  --  one  of  best! 

A.   B.   Causey,  wife  Jeannette  and  Addison  their  son, 

He  sells   Keeblers  Cookies  --  and  for  the  sweet  tooth  --  a  bun! 

Above  cross-section  presents  current  membership  class, 

With  a  Christian  atmosphere,  like  its  ages,   still   stands  fast! 

Church  majority  membership  is  not  in  the  book, 

Most  were  chosen  through  pray'r  and  none  purposely  forsook. 

All    proceeds  must  go  for  CHURCH  AUDITOR'UM  FUNDING  — 

At  finish  --  to  Mecklenburg  retarded  --  for  its  running! 

When  Albert  Bridges  was  a  prospect  for  Sunday  School, 

Class  member  calls  were  so  frequent  he  didn't  stay  cool! 

He  and  Juanita  joined  Church  a  few  months  before, 

And  thus  far  he  did  not  welcome  Sunday  School -implore. 

His   indiff'rent  manner  forced  Class  not  to  go  again, 
Then  his  name  in  prospect  list  did  no  longer  remain. 

But  one  member  wanted  Albert's  phone  number  and  name, 

Feeling  like  one  more  call  might  become  a  melodrame! 
Prior  to  vacation  Albert  was  called  one  more  time 

And  fumed!   --  Hanging  up,  member  said,   "For  hell ,  you  are  (all )   primed!" 
That  night,  Albert  slept  not  --  But  joined  Sunday  School   next  morn! 

Deacon  Bridges,   now,   seeks  the  lost,  so  they'll   be  re-born! 

One  Sunday  Evening  at  Primary  B.T.U., 

The  main  program  was  over  and  it  was  play-time  cue. 
Quick  as  lightning  LITTLE  FOLKS  went  to  various  games, 

Without  adult  leaders  having  to  call  them  by  names. 
With  pen  and  brush  JOHN  SMALL-FRY,   (said),   "The  Church  I'll   paint  and  draw!' 

When  done  he  wrote,   "FIRST  UNION  (NATIONAL)   Baptist  Church,  without  flaw,1 


"The Friendly  Church" 


In  the  Heart  of  Charlotte 
With  the  Heart  of  the  Gospel 
For  the  Hearts  of  the  People 
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